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CONGR ESS. Nothing materia! was done in either 
house on ‘I'bursday. In the senate, Mr. Bucnanan pre- 
sented a memorial for the removal of obstructions in the 
navigation of the Delaware. 

On motion of Mr. Arcutson, his bill for facilitating the 
settlement of the Oregon territory, was referred to a se- 
lect committee. 

The senate went into executive session. 

The house, was occupied in angry debates about re- 
ceiving orrefusing to receive petitions, in which J. Q. 
Adams fignres largely. The petition he presented be- 
fore the adjournment on Wednesday, was disposed of by 
having the question of its reception laid upon the table. 

Mr. Apams foliowed with resolutions adopted by the 
legislature of Massachusetts, suggesting an amendment 
in the constitution so as to prevent a slave representa- 
tation. The introduction of this resolution gave rise to 
an earnest and excited debate. 

Mr. Adams moved the reference of his memorial to a 
select committee of nine members. The house after de- 
bating for soine time, adjourned without deciding the 
motion. 

The debate was resumed in the honse, and became | 
exceedingly interesting on Friday. Mr. Adams was 
heard, (by a large vote of the House.) and with obvious 
effect. His motion to refer the Massachusetts memorial 
to a select committee, finally prevailed, without a divi- 
sion. 
wens = SPELL SE EE TER 


FOREIGN ARTIC LES ° 





The British steamer Hibernia,| left Liveepdl on the | 
5th with 50 passengers for Boston, and 3 for Halifax, 
reached the latteron the 18thand Boston on the 20th, 
—14! days;—bringing advices 15 days Jater than we 
had before. 
the 30th ult. 

GREAT BRITAIN, 

We find but little news of interest. The people 
of England are as harmlessly occupied in reading 
Jong accounts of Sir Robert Peel's entertainment of 
their young Queen, as we are in listening to, or pe- 
rusing accounts of foreign fiddlers. The trial and | 
sentence of Bernard Gregory, editor of the London 
Satirist, for characterizing the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, and charging the duke’s attorney with perjury, 
diverts, for the moment, from the case against O’- 
Connell. 

His trial has been postponed to the 15th of Janua- 
ry, and it is said that the government finding it likely | 
to be an endless case. have concluded to abandon it, 
and ask parliament for summary authority to sup- 
press agitation. 

At the repeal meeting on the 20th, O’Connell pro- 
posed resolutions expressive of the gratitude of the 
Jaity at the spiritea resolutions adopted and pub- 
lished by the Catholic Prelates, refusing ‘the filthy 
maminon of the world,” included in the offer of liv- | 
ings from the government. Dr. Grey proposed re- 
solutions to the same effect in behalf of the Protes- 
tants—both were unanimously adopted. 

The “rent” collected at the meeting of the 20th, 
exceeded £4000;—immense. 

O’Connell has for the present retired to his **Moun- 
tain House,” at Derrymane. 

A visit to Berlin is in contemplation by Victoria 
and her coterie, to return the compliment of the 
visit of the King of Prussia—and it is intimated that 
if Louis Philippe’s ; personal persuasions will be in- 
troduced, as is expected, she will visit Paris also, in 
return to an expected visit from him. 

FRANCE. 

The king bas received a Jetter from the president 
of the United States, congratulating him on the 
Prince of Joinvilie’s marriage. 

The chamber of deputies is convoked to the 27th 
December. 

The thirty-fourth anniversary of the marriage of 
King Louis Phillippe and his consort, Queen Marie 
Amelie, was celebrated at the Chatean St. Cloud on 
the 26th ult. 
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The Britannia arrived at Liverpool on | 


A royal ordinance, recently‘issued,authorizes a cre- 
dit of 990,000 francs for ‘sudden and unforeseen ser- 
vices” in Algeria; supposed to be an offer to deliver 
up Abd-el-Kader, for a reward. 


SPAIN. jn 
There has been .a “Ministerial crisis” in Spain. 


After the ceremony which gave a parliamentary con- 
firmation to the Queen’s majority, S. Lopez and his 
cabinet somewhat ostentatiously tendered their re- 
signation, on the ground that their appointment had 
hitherto been only provisional. ‘They were request- 


understood that S. Lopez would ultimately retire. 
MEXICO, . ; 
The barque Ann Louisa arrived at New York on 
Tuesday from Vera Cruz, which place she left on 
the 30th ult. Santa Anna was at Vera Cruz when 


was expected every day from Havana. 

Francisco Mendez, a passenger in the A. L. is the | 
bearer of despatches from our minister at Mexico, 
Gen. Waddy Thompson. 

In reconnoitering the district of Teotitlan, in order } 
to ascertain the best route for a road, the surveyor, 
Rafael Villa Gomez, came upon “the ruins of a 
great town” (poblacion.) It had been only partially | 


more than one hundred houses had already been ob- 
served, and the guide said the principal edifices were 
still beyond. These ruins are called ‘*The Palaces 
‘of Mitla.”—They exhibit a style of architecture al- 
|together unlike the styles known in art, either an- 
{cient or modern; yet ‘they are not wanting In just! 
proportions, sy mmetry, and beauty, which give splen- 
‘dor and grace to the whole, as w ell as to the parts. 
This ruined town must have been built by 2 race | 
which preceded the Mexicans, but whether by the 
Indians, or a people still more remote, is a question 
‘which belongs to the antiquarians. 
| Therecent differences between the British minis- 
lterand the Mexican government are said to have 
' been adjusted. 





TEXAS, 





| NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 





THE HON. SMITH THOMPSON, 
One of the justices of the Supreme Court of the U. 
States, is no more. Severe illness had detained him 
for some time at his residence at Poughkeepsie, New 
| York, where it terminated his useful career on the 
‘evening of the 18th inst. 

Judge Thompson has filled many highly responsi- 
ble public trusts, and always earned approbation for 
his performance ‘of their duties. For some years he 
was associated with Judges Kent and Spencer, upon 
the bench of the Supreme Court of the state of New 
York. He was secretary of the navy during Mon- 
roe’s administration, and from thence was elevated 
to a seat on the bench of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, where, for more than twenty years, 
judicial duties known to our political system, associ- 
ated with Marshall, Bushrod Washington, Story, 
and others, the first jurists of the country. 


domestic circle, the loss is irreparable. 





DIEFLOBMATIC. 
The Hon. Apram Rencuer, of North Carolina, 


bon, sailed from New York for London, in packet 


nies him. 

The President has recognized Atnert Scuuma- 
cuer, Esq. as consul general of Bremen for the U. 
States. 


—_—. 


SURVEY. 





'“Tieut. J. KE. Biake, United States Topographical 
i Engineer, returned on Friday last, having completed 


ed by the Queen to retain their places; but it was | 


the Ann Louisa left, preparing the forts and getting | 
in readiness for the arrival of the British fleet, which | 


explored atthe date of our advices, but the ruins of | 


' 

| Accounts were received from the commissioners | 
sent to treat with Mexico as late as the 5th ult. ‘They | 
express themselves highly gratified so far with their | 
reception. They were met at Comargo,and-had | 
been warmly greeted in all the places they passed 
through, as the harbingers of peace. 


he has partaken in full proportion, of the highest | 


The loss | 
of such a man is a public bereavement. In the| 


United States Charge de Affairs at the court of Lis-| 


ship Toronto, last week. Mr. R.'s s family accompa- | 


* The St. Augustine Herald of the 5th instant says: | 


the survey of the Haulover, between Indian river and 
Mosquito Lagoon. We learn that the distance to be 
re through is about 725 yards, and the summit level 

! feet. The expense of cutting is estimated at about 
$3. 000, a trifle when compared with the resulting ad- 
vantages.” 


THE ARMY. 
War Department, Dec. 7, 1843. 
The regulation of May 12, 1837, amended July 1, 
1837, allowing the sum of fio dollars to any citizer, 
non-commissioned officer or soldier, for each able 
bodied man he may bring to a recruiting rendezvous, 
and who shall be accepted for the publie service, is 
hereby rescinded. J. M. PORTER. 
The foregoing regulation is published for the in- 
| formation and government of the army. By order, 
R. JONE 1S, odj’t. Gen’. 
| 





Adj't. Genl’s. office, Washington, Dec. 7, 1843. 
Rirtes. Colonel Harney and Adjutant Sibley 
have joined at Fort Jesup, the head quarters of the 
| regiment. 
6TH Invranrry. The headquarters have -+een 
| changed from Fort Towson to Fort Gibson, and Lieu- 
|tenant Col. Loomis, commanding the regiment, has 
proceeded to the latter post. 
[Army § Navy Chronicle. 


| THE NAVY. 
| Tue Vincennes. ‘The secretary of the navy an- 
| nounce ‘s in the Madisonian, the receipt of $200 from 
| the officers and crew of the United States ship Fin- 
'cennes, in aid of the widows and orphans of those 
who were lost in the United States schooner Gram- 
us. 

The Philadelphia U. S. Gazette says:—We learn 


| 


that Captain Isaae oe sever, lately in command of 


| the Independenee, has been relieved in the command. 
| Purser McKean Buchanan, recently on duty at the 
| New York navy yard, has also been relieved from 





| these changes. 


| Revenve Count Martiat. There is or will be 
/in a day or two a court martial pending in New Lop- 
don, for the trial of the three lieutenants of the cut- 
ter Madison, for disobedience of orders, while that 
| vessel was in command of Capt. Fatis. The court 
martial is composed of Capts. Sturgis, Hunter, and 
; Connor. [N. Y¥. Herald. 
TEXAS. 
OFFICIAL.— CIRCULAR TO COLLECTORS OF THE 
CUSTOMS. 

Treasury department, December 12th, 1843. Satis- 
factory evidence having been received at this de- 
| partment that under the authority of acts of congress 
| of the republic of Texas, the vessels of the United 
States and their cargoes are made liable in the ports 
of Texas to the payment of discriminating duties, [ 
have to inform you, that the vessels of the republic 
of ‘Texas, arriving in the ports of the United States, 
and their cargoes, become liable to, and are to be 
charged with the several tonnage and other duties 
levied on foreign vessels and their cargoes by the first 
section of the act of congress of the United States 
of July 20, 1790; the sixth section of the act of March 
27, 1804; and the eleventh section of the act of 30th 
August, 1842. Joun C. Spencer, 

Secretury of the treasury. 
| In conformity with the above, Texan vessels will 
be charged with a tonnage duty of une dollar per 
ton, and an extra duty of 10 per cent on their cargoes. 
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ALABAMA. 

| "Tne Learsiarure assembled at Tuscaloosa on tire 

4th instant. The senate was organized by the re- 

‘election of the Hon. Nathaniel Terry, as president. 
A. B. Moore, esq. was clected speaker of the house. 


PresipentiaL. We learnfrom the Globe of Mon- 
day, that at the “democratic convention of Alaba- 
ma,” recently held, Mr. Van Buren was nominated 
to the national convention as the choice of the state 
| for president, and senator King as vice presicent.— 
|The issue was made between Mr. Van Buren and 
| Mr Cathoun for the first office—Mr. Van Buren re- 
ceiving 67 votes, Mr. Calhoun 50. Colonel King 
| was unanimously declared the choice of the state for 
the vice presidency 


duty on thatstation. We donot learn the cause of 
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OUR COUNTRY. 





OUR OBLIGATIONS—OUR TRUE POLICY. 


The annual message of the president and the reports of 


the several heads of departments are now in extenso 
before our readers. They comprehend a tolerably tu'l 
and an official expose of the affuirs of the country, drawn 
up in business like style and which does c:edit to the 
talents employed. Their suggestious are deserving 
public attention, as well as the deliberate consideration 
ofthe hadies to whom they are addressed. 

First amongst the duties of the general government 
is that of attending to our foregn relations. 

The nation is at peace and in amicable relations 
with all foreign powers. The misunderstanding with 
Mexico seems to have been sifficiently explained by 
both parties in the notes which are republished in tiis 
number of the Register. Ifthere be no desire for 
further quarrel, there appears to be no necessity. 

The differences that remainto be adjusted with 
England we are told are yet in progress of negotiation 
and the points at issue are earnestly pressed upon the 
attention of that government, and with the executive 
it is proper tn that case, that the topic should be left. 

Difficulties can hardly be said to exist with any other 
foreign power, beyond those of which we have al- 
ways had to complain, growing out their commercia! 
restrictions imposed upon our trade, and of which 
for our part, we have long ceased to hope for any 
modification in our favor, except what we may be abl 
to coerce from them by the powerful leverage of sel! 
interest—last ofall do we flatter ourselves with a pros- 
pectof theirrelaxing, whilst we make it their interes: 
to hold on to commercial advantages at our expense 

If they could have been influenced by the force of 
a liberal example, we have given them that example 
to the extreme. The United States have throughou 
all their history, led the way, and gone ‘farther thar 
those who went the farthest” towards FREE TRADE 
The cant which we have incessantly rung in our ears 
in behalf of the theory of ‘free trade” comes with 
ill grace enough from the partizans of those foreign 
powers which subject us tosuch restictions as we mee: 
with in their ports. So far from meeting our advan 
ces in a like spirit of liberality, they cajole us wit! 
specious palaver. ‘Free trade isa glorious thing” 
—but as to relinquishing their: monopolies, and ad 
mitting half of our products free of duty, and laying 
a very circumscribed duly on the balance,—as t 
measuring by the same rule towards us, as we have 
measured to them, it is quite a different proposition 
Thes make no pretensions aboutestablistiing ‘free in 
sti'utions’ and asserting ‘liberal principles,’ thatis our 
ground altogether—We orghtto be for Free trade iy 
order tobe ccnsistent They adhere to antiquated 
restrictions and monopolies for the same reason. hey 
always have had them, and they belong to their syste 
This country hassuffered and is still suffering as never u 
country so suffered before, from such deception as tis. 

We allowed this inequality in trade to continue 
year after year, until it impoverished the whole nation. 
drained us ot our specie,—prostrated our credit, and 
left us a wreck at which theirunfeeling sarcasm is now 
armed withrelentlessmal: e .Nom tter—lIetitcome. 
It is wholesonie medicine for us. We required dosing. 
There are some vile humors that should be purged from 
the system, and though the medicine be nauseous, it 
will do us some goud. We tay make wry faces at 
the dose, but it will go far towards curing the disease. 

The British journalists and capitalists. and even 
reverend divines, do not, it is true, practice upon the 
Homoepathean system in dosing us for our faults.— 
Their concoctions are merciless, in size as well as 
quality. At least we think so,—cunsidering the true 
posture of the case. If noallowance isto ve made 
for our late prostrated condition, a condition so large 
ly superinduced by E ropean policy towards us,— 
and wantonly aggravated by their systematic endea 
vours to discredit us when our condition really re 
quired their indulgence,— if to the abject poverty to 
which that policy had reduced us, we ere now to en- 
dure to be denounced by one and all, asa set ol 
‘swinudlers,’ ‘pick pockets,’ and to have every epithet 
of opprobrium piled upon our whole people because a 
portion of our numerous republican family, more 
involved than the rest, have been remiss, on due day, 
in planking up the interest payable upon their bonds, 
—i! no indulgence is to be allowed to those who 
have had to witness the general wreck of all thei 
monied institutions—the bankruptcy of heir wealthi- 
est and most enterprising business men—the suspen- 
sion of ali their unfinished public works—the total 

rosiration of credit—the sudden depreciation of the 
value ol all property to one third of what it had been 
held at,—if to all those misiortunes are to be add: 
ed unmeasured abuse for wantof punctuality in pay 
ing the very persons who huve taken advantage ol 


our loijy aud CAWavagance se lar as lo have drained 
‘ 
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the last coin from our purse and then refused us eus- 
tomary credit in our exigency,—we may feel some 

indignity at their want of civility in language, and it 

is hut a natural impulse to turn upon them and en- 

quire if they are themselves so pure and blameless 

as to license the use of such epithets, as they ap- 

ply. True, their want of fidelity to their engage- 

ments is no apoligy for our defaleation, but it is 

a reason why they should not be unfeeling towards 

our adversity. This has heen oursole motive for ad- 

mitting anything in the form of retort towards our 

English lecturers upon this subject. Let none mis- 

understand us as offering an apology for any want of 
punctuality or observance of good faith. The debts 

“the model republic” owes, shal! ali be paid, princi- 

pal and interest—abuse notwithstanding. That can- 

cels no pecuniary obligation. 

But it teaches us a wholesome lesson. We have 
overtraded, and this is one of the inevitable results of 
such anerror. The avidity of unregulated appetite 
for “trade,” indulged in under the fallacious idea of 
‘free trade,” would admit of none of those restraints 
which all wise and prudent governments have aimed 
to secure, that 1s, to see that the exports shall be ade 
quate to pay forthe imports. All this was antiquated 
folly. Our republicans had discovered that ‘‘free trade” 
might be allowed to all the world with us. however they 
might prohibitor tax our productions in their ports. 
The career of the prodigal was verified. Our sub- 
stance was spent in riotous living upon **cheap” gew- 
zaws. In the course of twenty-four years we paid two 
hundred millions of dollars for the single article of silks im- 
ported into this country. And so with other luxuries. 

We awakened to find our estates mortgaged to 
foreigners, and heavy annuities demanded of us in 
specie, to pay the interest upon our debts to them.— 
As our credit sunk, they would take no more of our 
promises to pay—no more of our securities or stocks. 
‘‘Pay me that thou owest,” 1s the stern inflexible de- 
mand,—and “scoundrels,”’—and “swindlers” are the 
epithets that are heard from the very persoms that 
contributed to our involvement. 

We shall not again descend to contrast characters 
with them—not to complain even, at their assurance. 
We are their debtors, so many dollars and cents, to 
the uttermost farthing of which we design to pay 
them—fools that we were for so becoming. We were 
to blame, and hesitate not toadmit it,—to become 
debtors to such an amount. Had a prudent national 
policy been pursued, as it was proposed, we should 
have avoided the predicament. We suffere! balances 
of trade to accumulate against us at the rate of twen- 
ty, thirty, forty iillion of dollars annually, under 
the “free trade” error. We were in high credit, and 
would hear of no restraint. 

We have paid, in part. the penalty of that reckless 
career. Ruin pervaded every section of the land,— 
bankruptey overwhelined its thousands,—one wide 
spread scene of desulation was extiubited—and pov-| 
erty with all its train of ills, has been endured. A 
severe price it was, for our folly. It was levied, 
however, and paid in part, and part is yet exacted 
with unsparing severity. And added to the demand, 
come now the bitterest taunts that langauge can 
frame, not only against those that have been unable 
or that have for any cause omitted to pay.—but| 





agaist our whole people—including those that from | 
the commencement have exerted every nerve to avert 
the evilin abl ils stages and who wi-h equal earnestness 
are laboring to redeem the community from thraldom, 
now that ithascome. Ali these—aye, all those too, 
that have paid punctually to the utmost farthing, — 
nuy, those that owe them nothing, and never have 
owed them,—all—all are included m one bitter cate- 
.ory—*cheats” all *swindiers” and “pickpockets” — 
all “dishonest yankees” “repudiating Americans.” 

Nor is this even, the limit of their arrogance. Not 
only the people—the states—and tie country,are thus 
denounced—but,—and this is the true key to the tune, 
of at least the noisiest of them,—the system of govern- 
ment which we have adopted to live under, the insti 
t tions of “THE MODEL REPUBLIC,” are accused of being 
the basis of the whole wrong. They allege that 
it is because we have admitted the people largely to! 
control in our governments,—that they have become | 
regardless of their character and obligations. So| 
loudly, so almost universally has this complexion 
been yiven to the affair by the aristocracy and the 
writers fur aristocracy in Europe, that the friends of 
a free government there are absolutely put out of 
countenance and hardly know what to answer. 

The aristocracy think now that they have a fair 
chance to discredit the whole system of republicanisin, 
and they improve itacecordingly. Want of good faith 
and common honesty is imputed to the system, in 
hopes of arresting its onward progress. 

But let them Jay no such flattering unction to their 
souls, Whether the repubiieans of these United 
States have hovesty enough to ‘pay their just depts, 
will be learned before long, from more authentic ass | 








|upon this debt of ten millions. 


Aes 


surances than we can now frame into language, 
Prompted by the very gentlemanly language which 
they indulge, we shall all be disposed to he rid the 
sooner of such creditors, and to feel once more in- 
dependent as we can and ought to be, of the whole of 
them. How soon that glorious era shall arrive, wil] 
depend, we verily believe, upon the wisdom of onr 
government in steadily maintaining the course we 
are pursuiug—maintaining it too with such decision 
as shall convince foreigners at once that they are 
mistaken in supposing the American tariff is.to be 
removed by achange of political parties, or that part 
vacillation is to deprive our foreign policy of all cha- 
racter for stability. Let it be understood once for 
all, that other nations, if they expect advantages from 
a trade with us, must be willing to reciprocate.— 
That whilst we invite intercourse upon equitable 
terms, we are prepared to meet their restrictions, 
and exclusions, with restrictions and exclusions at 
least so far as shall insure that American exports 
shall pay for American imports, and preventa re- 
petition of what we have just experienced, and are 
yet subjected to. What is owing must and shall 
he paid to the utmost farthing, but spare us for the 
future from incurring foreign obligations. 


Depending upon our own productions and capabi- 
lities—providing for the profitable employment of 
our own operatives—insuring to enterprize and in- 
dustry the best chances for remuneration, protecting 
them from inequitable foreign interference, and pre- 
ferring those of our household to strangers and op- 
ponents,—is the scope of our policy—this, and 
abandoning the preposterous notion of influencing 
other countries by our magnanimity, Jet us depend 
npon coercing from other states by the powerful 


leverage of self interest, that reciprocity in trade | 


which our “free trade” expedients have so signally 
failed to obtain from their sense of justice. The 
American tariff was constructed with these views.— 
So far it has operated to the utmost of what we 
could have reasonably anticipated. The improved 
condition of the country since its passage evinces its 
effects on every hand. Those effects are too obvi- 
ous to require enumeration. The general government, 
whose agents two years ago in vain solicited Joans 
in Europe, not a broker would touch on any terms,— 
now commands eighteen to twenty per cent. premi- 
um for her six per cent stock. ‘The current of 
specie was reversed instantly, and there is now half 
as much more, if not double what there was in the 
country prior to the passage of the tariff bill Ex- 
changes both foreign and domestic, are as fair as they 
ever have been. Our monied institutions are again 
in credit. Instead of being cursed with an irredeem- 
able overflow of depreciated paper—we have as yet it 
is true a very contracted circulation—but what there 
is, is in good credit, and no discount asked. Indivi- 
duals now generally deal for cash or in trade, avoid 
accounts—and the indebted pay off old debits mostly 


| by instalments. 


The government could pay off all its debts in two 
years, without the people seriously feeling the ope- 
ration. 

The statessome of them, are embarrassed by heavy 


expenditures in constructing improvements which are 
not yet completed, and are therefore unproductive. 


The present want of funds or credit, prevents them 
from progressing. If completed, the works would not 
only benefit the communities and enhance the value 
of property as they facilitate the transport of pro- 
ducts to market, but would, by their accruing reve- 
nue, place the treasury in funds and relieve the peo- 
ple from taxation. One of the new states, supposed 
to be the deepest involved, according to her resour- 
ces, of any state in the Union, and as little disposed 
to submit to taxes too, by a spirited movement, 1s 
now demonstrating that her public improvements, if 
completed, would pay an interest on the investment. 
The value on the bonds of that state has, in conse- 
quence, advanced to double the price they were sel- 
ling at. The work will be accomplished, and Illinois 
will soon be erect. 

The state of Maryland comes in for her full pro- 
portion of obloquy. She is in arrears for some eigh- 
teen months interest on her debt of, say ten millions 
of dollars. The official statements set her down as 
a debtor state to the amount of over {fifteen millions. 
Her bonds for three or four millions of the latter 
sum, though authorized, have never been used, 
and consequently it 1s but a nominal debt on 
which no interest is payable. Jt is in contemplation 
to recall those bonds, as we see that the state of Lou- 


|‘ isiana has recently done in regard to severa} millon 


of dollars of what was set down as her indebtedness. 
Two years since Maryland laid a direct tax of 295 
cents upon the $1UU of assessable property In the 
state, and which it was expected at the. time, would 
produce a revenue of $600,000 to neet the interest 
Having for a long 
period levied no direct tax belore, sie was under the 
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necessity of waiting to enact and carry into effect debtor to Europeans, liable to be insulted by such! with me in this department, by a frank acknowledg- 
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Jaws for that purpose, necesssarily complicated and language as they now employ towards us, merely be-| ment of the able assistance which they have given 


new to both people and officers. 
of this tax went to the payment of money which had 
been borrowed to pay the accruing interest and sus- 
tain the state credit, and which had in fact become a 
part of the principal of the debt. 


collection of a direct tax, wes at first imperfect, 


The first proceeds cause they find us embarrassed by present difficulties. | by their constant and zealous labors; thus enabling 


' Pennsylvania seems to be at this moment selected | me to give to the country the best service which the 
y y 


for the keenest shafts of European sarcasm. 
honesty it seems, was expected from her “broad | 


More | means of the department would allow. 


The amount of annual transportation of the mail, 


brim” and “drab coloured’? costume, than from | as ascertained on the 30th of June, 1842, was 34,- 
Her ramification of laws and officers to secure the others. Pennsylvania, be it remembered, has been | 835,991 miles, the cost of which was 43,110,783. 


the severest sufferer by the disasters which have | 


The amount of annual trarisportation on the 30th 


and hence, in a few of the counties, the tax has not swept over the monied institutions of the country| June, 1843, was 35,252,805 miles, the cost of which 


yet been collected. 


what it wasestimated. Instead of $600,000, it yields 


structing internal improvements. She too, unfortu-| 


The product will) fall short of within a few years, and was deepest involved incon- | was $2,976,284. 


It will be observed, that the cost of transportation 


but $480,000. By areport made in Januuary last, it nately, was not as promptin layinga direct tax as/ for the last year was less by $134,499 than it was 


appears that what was then in arrears of this tax for 
1841 and °2, and including what was levied for 1843, 
and due on the Ist December, 1843, amounted to 


she should have been, but one 1s now levied. She | 
(too, appropriated the first proceeds of that tax to. 
the repayment of domestic loans, negotiated under 


| 


for the previous year, whilst the transportation 
throughout the year was greater by 416,814 miles. 
The number of post offices supplied in 1842, was 


$1,323,113, a sum considerably larger than all the special circumstances. If she has not paid accruing | 13,733: and the number supplied in 1843 was 13,814. 


arrears of interest due on the state debt up to that 


‘interest, she has so far reduced the principal by this | 


To accommodate the service to the extension of 


period. The revenue of the state, independent of process. The revenue of the current year it is sup- population, reductions in the service insome sections, 
this direct tax, is ample to meet all the current ex-| posed will reach nearly to two and a half millions of and an extension or increase in other portions of the 


penses of the government, exclusive of the interest 
upon her debt. There isno doubt but that at the en- 
suing session of the legislature, laws will be passed, 
not only for ensuring the collection of the direct tax, 
but also for increasing it, sv as to make it adequate. 
A tax of 35 cents, instead of tie present one of 25 
cents, in the hundred dollars would be ample. The 
idea that a tax of that amount cannol be paid by the 
state, is absolutely preposterous. To suppose that the 
people of the state would suffer their character, and 


credit to be in question, rather than pay sucha tax, 


is to suppose them destitute of common sense, as 
well as of common honesty. A few individuals are 
to be found, unhappily, in every community, desti- 
tute of moral honesty,—and some, shameless enough 
to avow it. But to characterize the people of a whole 
state,—of a state as public spirited and tenacious of 
character as Marvland always has proved herself, 
and as she is now using these effective measures fur- 
ther todemonstrate,—to denounce state and people as 
rogues and swindlers, because some months’ interest 
upon their debt has remained unpaid, is rather tough. 
The people of Maryland were not prompt enough 
with their revenue law,—that is the utmost that can 
be alleged,—the head and front of her offending,— 
the sum total of her defaleation. Republics cannot 


‘ , 
act with the same promptitude that arbitrary govern- | 


ments do. But Maryland never for one moment 
countenanced the idea of repudiation. Her creditors 
will be paid to the utmost farthing. Even if she were 
never to get her canals and improvements into ope- 
ration, the state debt would nevertheless be paid.— 
At the instant she incurred her debt, she instituted a 
sinking fund adequate to its ultimate redemption, and 
which has now accumulated to about one million 
and a quarter of dollars. 

But beyond all this, the debt of Maryland was con- 
tracted in constructing public highways, which when 
completed will be the source of her future revenne, as 
wellas of accumulated wealth to her citizens. Seven 
of the ten millions were expended in constructing one 
of the most important canals in the whole union, the 
whole of which sum is entirely unproductive because 
the work is incomplete, its progress suspended jor 
wantof funds. Less than one anda half millions 
would carry it tothe rich coal and iron deposites, for 
the transmission of which it was designed, and the 
tolls forthe transport of which would pay a handsome 
interest upon the whole expenditure. ‘There is hard- 
ly a doubt that at the ensuing session of the state 
legislature, measures will be adopted ensuring the 
completion of this canal in less than eighteen months. 

And yet, although such is the actual posture of 
Maryland, demostrating by successive acts of legis- 
lation, her determination to redeem the obligations 
of the state, levying direct taxes upon her people, 
and those people time after time, by their votes at the 
polls, approving of the levy, and repudiating repudia- 
tors without regard to party,—her public improve- 
ments nearly completed, but yet inoperalive—arrest- 
ed only for want of funds to progress with—the ac- 
cruing interest upon the heavy outlay in progress of 
being met by direct taxes—a sinking fund in opera- 
tion which insures the ultimate payment of the prin- 
cipal of the debt—all these demonstrations have been 
inadequate to save her credit, which has suffered de- 
pression far below what the real condition of affairs 
ought at any time to have sunk is. Her bonds were for 
a time below fifty, in our own market. They now 
commatd upwards of sixty, for five per cents, in the 
London market... The time is approaching when, 
like the stock of the city of Baltimore, which was 
down nearly as low, Maryland stocks will be sought 
fur with avidity, doliar for dollar. 

We have selected Maryland as an example, not 
because her position is superior to that of her sis- 
ler states, in relation to either resources or disposi- 
lion to pay her obligations, but because we are more 
familiar with the facts in her case. There is no 
Stale in the Union that will consent long to remain 


| Room is wanting, or the case of other states! 


dollars. The interest on her present public debt 
/amounts to $1.839,718,—of this, it is supposed that, 
$1,669,649 will be paid from existing sources of reve-_ 
‘nue. Her public works, yet incomplete, will yield | 


Union, were rer.dered necessary. 

The aggregate of these reductions was $134,253, 
and the amount of additional and new service was 
$98,555. Fora more detailed statement of service 


‘this yeara large amount more than they ever have![ refer your excellency to the reportof the first 


done before. 


| would be adduced to prove that their credit and cha- | 
-racter have been most unjustly aspersed by the: 
| imputations to which we have alluded., 
| True, they have borrowed money, have given their 
, bonds—and ar bound to pay both principal and inte- | 
| rest. With the single exception of one debt negotiated | 
| by Mississippi, they all acknowledge their debts and 
/evince a disposition to pay. “Their anxiety to pay 
will be stimulated no little by the polite language in| 
which they are now dunned. We venture to assert! 
that the money brokers of monarchical Europe will | 
| want customers for their commodity a long while, be-| 
fore the republicans of these states will solicit them | 
forcreditagain. Toavert the necessity forsuch a thing, | 
they design to attend in future to protecting their | 
home interests—relying upon their own resour-| 


they require, and by doing without the foreign luxu-| 


assistant postmaster general, No. 1. 

For similar reasons it became necessary to dis- 
continue, in the year preceding Ist July, 1843, 400 
post offices, and to establish, during the same period, 
481. 

The total expenditures of the department for the 
fiscal year ending the 30th Juoe, 1842, as stated in 
the report of this department to the house of repre- 
sentatives, under date of the 23th of February 1843, 
were $4,975,370 42. In this amount was included 
$392,664 51 for debts paid out of the special appro- 
priation at the extra session. 

The total expenditures of the service for the year 
ending 30th June, 1843, were $4,374,713 75 inelud- 
ing payments on account of debts due by the depart- 
ment, for which the appropriation above was made. 

The amount of gross revenue for the year ending 
the 30th June, 1841, as stated in my annual report 


ces, and the enterprize and industry of theirown | of 3d December, 1842, was $1,379,317 78. That of 
people for the supply of most of those things which) 1842, was $4,546,246 13. 


The revenue of 1843, so far as the returns exhibit 


ries which their exports will not pay for. By con-| the amount for the year ending 30th June, is $4,295,- 
tinuing the very course we are now steering,—and 1/995 42. 

which hasalready worked wonders in relieving the | A considerable portion of the current revenue of 
country, a few years will alter the face of affairs | the department, for the years 1842 and 1843, has 
and enable an American citizento travel the wide! been absorbed in the payment of demands claimed 
world round without fearing an imputation upon the} by deputy postmasters for expenditures in previous 
honesty of his country or of his countrymen. We were | years, by the allowance of credits therefor in the 
young, ardent, and improvident,—but not dishonest.) settlement of their accounts; which credits so allow- 


Our obligations have been redeemed before—shall all | 
be redeemed again,—-and we have learnt a whole- 


the future. 





REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENE- 
RAL. 








SS, 


Post office department, December 2, 1843. 
Sir: It is cause of satisfaction to the undersign- 
ed, in submitting to you astatement of the condition 
of the post office department and its operations for 
the past year, that he is enabled to say, for the two 
years he has had the honor of seperintending its af- 


its annual revenue: that an extension of the service 
has been made, commensurate to the growth and 
spread of our population. 

The tdea of making the post office department a 
source of revenue to the government has not been 
entertained by any one charged with its manage- 
ment since the termination of the last war; during 
a short period of which an increase of fifty per cent. 
upon the then rates of postage was imposed for re- 
venue purposes. Nevertheless, the principle upon 


fairs, the annual current expenses have been met by | 


ed, have been charged to the expenditures of those 
years; the probable amount of which is not less than 


some lesson,—of whom, and for what to beware in) $50.00. 


| Itwillat once occur tothe impartial mind, thata 
public service so complicated and extensive as that 
of the general post office, requiring the harmonious 
co-operation of twenty thousand agents and officers 
scattered over the vast extent of our territory, must 
be subjected to occasional, if not vexatious, inter- 
ruptions by the infidelity of some of its agents, and 
oiten by causes which no exertion can overcome, 
or foresight avoid. 
it is the duty of the head of this department, un- 
der the regulations and restrictions of law, to pro- 
vide by contract for the transportation and regular 
delivery of the mails. This duty is performed once 
in four years in each of the great divisions of the 
Union, and, from time to time, as the public exigen- 
icies require. Bonds with schedules for the arrival 
| and departure of every mail are taken to the govern- 
| ment, so as Lo provide for the continuous travel of 
ithe mail in unbroken connection, by the division of 
'time and distance in suitable proportions. When 
| failures in the regular delivery of the mails, arising 
from negligence of contractors or their agents, take 





which it was origmally established—that its expen-| place, the law is rigidly enforced by fines and de- 
ditures should be limited by its income—has been dis-| ductions from their pay, and when that is found in- 
linctly engrafted upon all the legislative enactments | efficient to produce a strict performance of the con- 
concerning its organization and prescribing the du-| tract, the higher and only power given to the post- 


ties of those charged with their administration. 

I have thought thts principle, upon which the de- 
partment has been established, a sound and safe one 
for the government, and am opposed to its abandon- 
ment. If, however, the expenditures of the depart- 
ment were fixed by law, and appropriations from the 
general treasury annually made to meet them, much 
of that labor and responsibility in the supervision of 
the service, which now rest upon iis chief, would be 
removed. 

It iso small task, to say nothing of the responsi- 
bility, so to adjust the mail service of the U. States 
as to accommodate the wants of the community, and 
at the same time to produce, by its own operations, 
the revenue to meet its own expenditures. ‘lhis re- 
flection suggests to me the propriety here of doing 
an act of justice to those who have been associated 








master general of annulling the contract, it exerted. 
When the extent of our territovy, and the condi- 
| tion and nature of the public highways and channels 
‘of intercommunication are*considered, there is more 
| cause for admiration of the general regularity of the 
| system, than reason of just complaint at occasional 
| failures. | 

| Upon two of the great mail routes—the one fro:n 
| Washington City to New Orleans, the .other from 
| Baltimore to Cincinnati—there have been expe- 
rienced, within the last few months, irregularities in 
' the service which has given rise to complaints mani- 
\fested through the public press. The causes of 
| these failures have been investigated, and where tH®y 
| have been found to arise from neglect or inattention 
on the part of contractors, the proper and only cor; 
-rective has been applied. 
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Many of the failures, however, on these two lines 
have been caused by obstacles wholly beyond the 
competency of the most vigilant contractors to over- 
come. The mail upon the great southern route is 
transported by rail road and steamboats from Wash- 
ington City to New Orleans, with the exception of 
the distance between Madison, in Georgia, and Mo- 
bile, in Alabama. Between these points it is trans- 
ported in post coaches daily. The whole time al- 
lowed is seven days eight and a half hours; in win- 
ter twenty-four hours more are allowed. 

That portion of the route between Mobile and N. 
Orleans, and between Charleston and Wilmington, 
which is performed by steamboats, is difficult; often 
obstructed by high winds or dense fogs. If a fail- 
ure occurs, from any cause, between Washington 
ctiy and Madison, Georgia, where the stage line eom- 
mences, a double mail is thereby thrown upon the 
stage service, which is often too large to be trans- 
ported ina single stage. A portion thereof is ne- 
cessarily left, for the time, which produces confu- 
ston and irregularity in the delivery at Mobile and 
New Orleans, for several successive days. From 
causes not unlike these, irregularities and failures 
have taken place onthe great western route. 

The service between Baltimore and Cincinnati is 
on rail road to Cumberland, and a double line of 
daily four horse post coaches to Cincinnati. 

This, mail, in the fall and winter season, though 
it is transported from Cumberland to Wheeling over 
the mountains, at a running speed of seven miles 
per hour, cannot be brought to the Ohio river be- 
fore dark. Here a difficulty is presented which, as 
yet, the department and contractors have been una- 
ble to overcome. ‘The proprietorof the ferry across 
the river cannot be induced to encounter the dangers 
of crossing the mail stages in the night. In winter, 
and in agreat portion of the spring and fall, when 
the mail arrives at Wheeling after dark, and in con- 
tract time, it 1s detained, for the reason above, some 
ten or twelve hours. 

It is matter of regret that, while the general go. 
vernment was expending so much money in con- 
structing that great line of communication—the 
Cumberland road—east and westof the Ohio river, it 
omitted to construct a bridge over thatstream. The 
public mail will ever be liable to detention and in- 
terruption at this point, until such bridge shall be 
erected. Whether it shall be built by the same go- 
verninent, and paid for out of the same fund, which 
constructed the Cumberland road, must be left to 
the decision of that department of the government 
which has the legislative control of the fund, 

I have thought it due to the presidentof the Unit- 
ed States, who cannot be indifferent to any portion 
of the public service,and whose attention has been 
arrested by the complaints to which I have alluded, 
to furnish him with this somewhat tedious, and per- 
haps unnecessary explanation. 

1 am gratified, however, in being able to state, that 
the service, generally, is performed satisfactorily 
to the public,and with a punctuality in all its de- 


partments hich does credit to the several subordi- | 


nate agents concerned. Contractors have been 
promptly paid as their demands have been presented, 
and the revenue of the department collected has 
been accounted for with unusual and a praiseworthy 
punctuality by the deputy postmasters. 

Greater security has been given to the public mail 
by the substitution of new’ mail locks of an excel- 
lent quality, within the past year. 

The vigilance of the special agents in ferreting 
out and bringing to justice depredators has tended 
greatly to lessen, within the past year, violations of 
the mail. 

The difficulties of efiecting contracts with the rail 


road companies for transporting the mans, at prices | 


in proportion to the services rendered, and within 
the means of the department to pay, in justice to 
other portions of the Union, as heretoture reported 
by me, still exist; and [can do no less than refer to 
and re-urge the views upon that subject presented to 
your consideration in my last annual report. 


compunies, every four years, shall be continued with | 


the postmaster general, { would respectfully suggest 
that the acts of congress be so far changed as to dis- 
pense with the idle ceremony and useless expense of 
advertising for the lowest bids on these roads where 
there is and can be no competition. A contract 
could be as well, if not better, made by private ar- 
rangement than public advertisement. 


Experience has convinced me that the Jaw of 
1836, for the re-organization of this department, re- 
guages, In many particulars; a modification, which | 
shail teke the liberty, from time to time, in an ap 
propriate manner, to present to the notice of the 
vcotumittees of the two houses { COUZTESS, usually 


} } ra] of » lamic! ve tet : 
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cst vilice depat trent. 
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1841, 1842, and 1843, as given above, that while the 


of aa is less by $250,320 70 than the revenue of | 
1842. 


The causes of this declension in the revenue of | 
1843 may be various; some referring themselves to_ 
the state of the business of the country. Iam,how-) 
ever, fully persuaded by facts and testimony which | 
have been brought to my knowledge, that one cause, 
if not the principal one, may be ascribed to the ope-| 
rations of the numerous private posts, under the 
name of expresses, which have sprung into exis-| 
tence within the past few years, extending them-| 
selves over the mail routes between the principal | 
cities and towns by which and at which the rail 
roads pass and terminate. That these private posts | 
are engaged in the business of transporting letters | 
and mail matter for pay to a great extent, is a fact | 
which will not be seriously controverted. That the. 
revenue of the department has been greatly reduced | 
by their operations, no one will question who may 
investigate the facts. 


The facts which relate to one of these cases, as 
reported to the department were submitted to the | 
late attorney general, Mr. Legare, for his opinion of 
the law arising upon them. A copy of this opinion 
isannexed. [2.] Influenced by that opinion, which | 
was in accordance with my own judgment upon the 
subject, I directed a prosecution against all the offen- | 
ders to be instituted inthe United States court for | 
the southern district of New York. A case vs. | 
Adams & Co., was tried a few days since in that 
court, and resulted in the acquittal of the defend- | 
ants. This acquittal, from an oflicial report by the 
district attorney, a copy of which [3] accompanies | 
this report, would seem to have been caused bya! 





defect in the existing laws. Under these laws, I am | 
l advised, this case cannot be brought before the Su- | 
| preme Court for final adjudication. | 
| ‘The laws for the punishment of offences for trans: | 


porting mail matter over post roads, were enacted | 
when the transportation of the United States mail 
was confined to stages, steamboats, and horses. Rail 
roads were not then in existence in the U States; | 
and the penal sanctions of the law sre not adequate | 
to the suppression of the practice. 


it will appear, by a reference to the statement of de 
the gross revenue of the department for the years whole sphere of its operations: consequently, among 
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It . power which pervaded, pro hac vice, the 


the leading prominent grants of power by the states 


revenue of 1842 was greater than that of 1841, that! to congress, is the grant over this subject, in the fot- 


lowing words—‘‘Congress shall have power to estab 
lish post offices and post roads.” 

This grant of power is found in the same clause, 
and is expressed in the same words and language of 
the grants of power to coin money, to regulate com- 
merce, to declare war, &c. Jt is a grant which co- 
vers the whole ground; it is ample, full, and, conse- 
quently, exclusive. If doubt could exist as to the 
exclusiveness of this grant, that doubt must vanish 
upon reference to the 10th article of the amendments 
to the constitution, which declares—‘‘The powers 
not delegated to the United States by the constitu- 
tion, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved 
to the states, respectively, or to the people.” The 
power to establish post offices and post roads is plain- 
ly and distinctly delegated to the United States. It is, 
therefore, not a power reserved to the states respec- 
tively, or to the people. 

I will not extend or elaborate an argument upon a 
proposition so plain, and which, I conceive, has been 
settled and adjudicated by all the departments of the 
government, and the people themselves. 


The exclusive right to establish post offices and 
post roads being in the United States, Congress 
has the power to pass Jaws to protect that right.— 
Without such laws it is impossible to exercise the 
power and perform the delegated trusts benefi- 
cially to the people. More especially, cannot this 
be done, if congress neglects this duty and at the 
same time leaves the general post office to depend 
upon its own revenue to defray the expenses of the 
system. 

The general government should either protect the 
department against the inroads of private posts, or 
provide the waysand means to meet the necessary 
expenses of the service. 


The impolicy of permitting the business of con- 


veying letters and packets, in whole or in part, by 
private posts or expresses, so long as the department 
of the post office is left to create, by its operations, 
its own means of support, must be apparent. These 
private expresses will only be found to operate upon 
the great and profitable’ thoroughfares between 
great commercial points, while the extremes are 


Rail roads, whilst they ure the most extensive 
| mode of transporting the United States mail, furnish 


if, however, the power of contracting with these | 


to those who choose, the easiest and cheapest mode 
|of violating the Jaws prohibiting the establishment | 
‘of private posts. Duty compels me to state it as | 
‘ty opinion, that, without further legislation upon, 
| this subject by congress, the revenue of the depart-| 
‘ment will, in time, ce so far affected by the inroads | 
of private expresses, that the service will either | 
have to be reduced below the just wants of the pub- 
lic, or appropriations from the general treasury will, 
be required to meet the current expenditures of the 
|department. 
| In the course of the past year, | have been called | 
|upon to express my opinions upon this subject offi- | 
cially. These opinions have been attacked and con-| 
'troverted by many, and the question is cistinetly pre-| 
isented, whether the power granted to congress to| 
establish post offices and post roads is plenary and | 
/ exclusive. 

It is contended by some, that though this power is 
granted to congress, individuals and companies have | 
ja right to carry on the business of transporting let-| 
ters, &c., over the post roads of the United States, 
‘and all Jaws which forbid them are void, and usur- | 
| pations upon individual right. 
| Others contend that the post office system isan 
‘odious monopoly, and ought to be abolished. These 
‘are grave questions, urged by a portion of a power. 

ful press, and sustained by the influence of those 

| whose interests are involved. ‘They are questions 
which, if they have not’been seitled by the legisla- 
tive and judiciary departments of the government, 
| should now be settled. 


| 
| 


| 
| ‘The power to establish post offices and post roads | 
was exercised by congress under the articles of con-| 
‘federation. From the moment congress thus assum | 
‘ed the power by the sanction of the states, no state | 
|or citizen of a state presumed to exercise the right. 
If there be any one subject concerning the internal | 
interests of the states and the people, which should | 
‘be regarded as purely national, itis the business of | 
|transporting by authority of law, and of right, let-| 
ters from one state to and through another. A uni-| 
‘form, equal, and harmonious system can only be con- | 
'ducted by a power co-extensive with that system. It! 


is absurd, therefure, to contend that the maul system t 


can be left to the states or to individual enterprise. 
‘The members of the convention who formed the) 


‘constitution understood this subject better. ‘They gratified to find the views I have taken of the acts of 


left to depend upon the operations of the United 
| States mail, crippled and broken down for the want 
of means. 


Between New York and Boston, between Philadel- 
phia and Baltimore, between New York and Buffalo, 
individual enterprise might supply the wants of the 
community in the rapid and cheap transportation of 
letters and packets. Will the same enterprise pene- 
trate the savannahs and swamps of the south, or the 
wilds of the west, and daily or weekly convey to the 
door of the planter and the busbandman the letter of 
business or friendship, the intelligence of commerec 
and politics? 

Individual enterprise may be rewarded by the pay- 
ment of six cents for carrying a letter between New 
York and Boston; but can that same enterprise be in- 
voked to carry a letter for 25 cents daily between 
Philadelphia and St. Louis, or from Chicago to Sa- 
vannah, or from St. Augustine, Florida, to Burling- 
ton, in Iowa? 

If the great thoroughfares between commercial 
cities are left to the operations of private posts, 
the extreme points, whose connections in business 
and commerce tend to swell the postage collected 
at the cities, must suffer, or the means to reach them 
by the mails be furnished out of the general trea- 
sury. 

It is not wholly true that the larger cities furnish 
the entre surplus which is elsewhere expended.— 


| Though the returns show a large amount of postage 
5 ; : P 8 
collected at these points, much of that amount is 


paid by the extremes in commercial connection with 
them. ; 


Cor-nected with this subject, in some degree, is the 
business of transporting newspapers by contractors, 
out of the mail, over mail routes, in violation of law. 
When appealed to by postmasters and contractors, 
to instruct them in their duty upon this subject, I ad- 
dressed to the contractors a circular Jetter, in which 
I gave them my opinion of what the law of congress 
was upon this subject. A copy of that letter [4] ac- 
companies this report. 


The correctness of the opinions contained in the 
letter has been questioned. I was conscientious in 
the views expressed; believed them to be correct and 
felt it a public duty to publish them when called for 
by those to whom the duty of transporting the mail 
was confided. ‘Though I am not distinguished by the 
pride of opinion in official and Jegal matters, [am 


knew that the control ef this subject must be confi- | congress fully sustained by the cflicial opinion of the 
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attorney general, to whom the sabject ‘Ne j Sioa re 

ferred by the pres} lent. 

also annexed. (5.) 
There is at the present moment considerable agi- 


tion of posjage, and it seems to be expected by some 





"Gasaneetallon: | is nearly is seven isd a half cents per 


A copy of that opinian is’ mile; for mail conveyances in coaches the cost is three 


‘and four fifths of a cent per mile greater in the U. 
| States than in Great Britain. 
tation in the public mind on the subject of the reduc- | 


that the postmaster general should recommend a_ 


reduction of the rates of postage. My opinions upon | 
this subject were given to congress, in answer toa 
resolution, at the last session. These opinions were 
necessarily hypothetical, and accompanied by a dis- 
tinct annunciation, that if any considerable reduction 
in the rates of postage should be deemed advisable 


by congress, it should he preceded by a provision to | 


relieve “the department from certain heavy annual | 


responsibilities, and accompanied by a proper regu- 


lation and restriction of the franking privilege.—_ 


Without such relief and modifieation of the exi-ting 
Jaws, it was my opinion then, and it is my opinion 


still, that if < any considerable reduction in the rates | 
of postage was made, the mail service would not yield and 1 penny for each additional 100 miles, or part of sent free of postage. 


a sufficiency of revenue to meet its own expendi- | 


; 


tures upon the then and present existing seale of Ope- | 
‘local posts. The charge upon single letters fora dis- 


rations. 

It is contended by many whose opinions are enti- | 
tled to respectful consideration, that a reduction of 
postage to a uniform and low rate, would be followed 
by an inerease of its revenue equal to the 
wants of the service, on its present basis, extended 
from time to time as the demands of the public shall 
require. 

I vor.cur inthe correctness and justice of the posi- 
tion that the post office pa hE should not be 
regarded as a source of revenue to the government; 
that if its receipts were greater than its expenditures, 
the rates of post ure should be reduced, and the annu- 


The rates of postage in England which produced 
this enormous revenue were as follows: 

Rates of general inland postage on single letters 
on any distance not 


Exceeding & miles 2d equal to 4 cents. 
6 15 6s 4 ay S “ec 
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one hundred miles over 500 miles. 
There existed a 


tance or circle of three miles from the London office 
was 2d, equal to 4 cents; beyond that and within 12 


miles 3. 1, equal to 6 cents. 


annual | 


Penny posts were established for the accommoda- | 


' 





NILES’ NATIONAL REGIS STER—DEC. 23, 1843--POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 261 


T he t rates of f postage as € stablished in rE ngland 1 un- 
der this system, are as follows: 
Letters not exceeding one half oz., 1d., equal to 2 cts? 


: . é 1 oz 2 4 
‘ ‘ é 2 oz 4 8 
4 ‘ ¢ 3 O27 6 12 


So in proportioh up to 16 ounces, beyond which no 
letter will be received, except parliamentary docu- 
ments. 

The postage is to be prepaid or the letter will be 
rated at double postage. 

Prepayment of postage is to be made by money or 
by the use of stamps. 

Single stamps are obtained at the cost of Is. 1 sd. 
per dozen—double stamps at 2s. 2d. per dozen. 

All foreign letters are rated variously, aecording to 
the countries from which sent. 

Foreign and colonial letters rated at various prices, 
from 6 to 66 cents the single letter. 

Newspapers printed in England and stamped are 
Foreign newspapers pay post- 


,ag re, 


lso what were called the London | 


tion of any town, at the discretion of the postmaster | 


general. 
Letters from soldiers and sailors, if prepaid, 
might be sent to any place in the Kingdom for one 


| penny. 


al surplus, if any, should not be carried into the trea- | 


sury. 

Tt seems to have been a principle at the foundation 
of the mail system of the United States, that the de- 
partment should sustain itself by its own income. Of 
the soundness of this principle, I am fully persuaded 
and should regard its abandonment as impolitic at 
any time, particularly at the present moment, when 
the national income is unequal to the ordinary de- 
mands upon it. 

If this principle should be abandoned, and the post 
office department made to Jean upon the treasury for 
support, | should fear that that constant vigilance 
so necessary to its useful administration would be 


_ papers. 


Newspapers, if stamped, were sent through the 


mail free of postage. The stamp duty on each news- 
paper was ld. equal to 2 cents and this duty was re- 
ag 


tained in the act of 1836 1n lieu of postage on news: 
rr a . 
The amount derived from this duty on news- 


| papers circulated through the mails, was estimated | 


‘sent and 15 to be received each day. 


letters, postage, 
and in some degr 


abandoned by those charged with its affairs, and a} 
ters, the average rate of which was 465 cents on each 


degree of w asteful e xpenditure and extravagance en- 
sue, wholly inco: sistent with our republican institu- 
tions. 

Any reduction of the present rates of postage, by | 
which the department is left in the possession of an 
income to meet its own expenditures, I shall be pleas- 
ed to see made. 

The example of England, in the reduction of post- 
age to one penny, is relied upon as sufficient to justify | 
the U. States, in at once making a similar reduction 
in the rates of postage. 

Without obtruding any opinion of my own upon | 
this subject, I have thought L would best subserve the | 
publie interest by submitting the facts which belong | 
to the question of reduction of postage in England, 
and the results of that reduction, so far as they have 
been developed, 
bear upon the question in this country. 

It should be remembered that at the time of the | 
reduction of postaze in England, and at the present | 


{ 
| 


to be 4889,997 annually. 

written on the paper, 

son sending the paper, without subjecting it to triple 
ostaze. 


Nothing is allowed to be. 
uot even the name of the per- | 


The franking privilege of members of parliament! 


was limited to an ounce, and not more than I0 to be 
Otficial franks 
unrestricted. 
Besides postage to be derived from inland 
varying according to circumstances 
ee depending upon the country 
from and to which sent, was imposed on foreign Jet- 


lette r. 

Deputy postmaste rs are paid generally by a fixed | 

sal; ry from the public treasury. 

Such, substantially, was the system of the British | 
post office and its sources of revenue in 1838, 

In the United States, the post office department, 
unlike that of England, is made to depend upon its 
own revenue to defray its expenditures. It does not 

contribute to the general treasury. 

To continue the present amount of mail service, 
which cannot (without injustice to the public) be re- 
| duced in any considerable degree, will require annu- 


3 jally about the sum of $4,500,000. 


; , , d ‘years to come, under t 
and the facts which it is pemyes | 


| 


The annual income cannot exceed that amount, for 
the present system. 

The reform in the British system was urged and 
| ultimate ly adopted, upon the rround that the charge 


‘ 


| 


ling the 24th May, 1840, 


Connected with this system was the abolition of the 
pari amentary franking privilege. 

Upon 5th December, 1839, the old high rates of 
postage were discontinued, and a uniform rate of 4d. 
substituted. That rate ceased on the 10th January, 
1840, and the present uniform penny system was put 
in full operation. 

The results of the present system in England are 
exhibited by the official reports of the department, 
as late as the 24th April, 1842, a tabular view of 
which is hereto annexed, [6.] 

The official returns for 1843 have not been. receiv- 
ed at this department, nor have | been able to procure 
them. 

These results have not met the anticipation of the 
advocates of the system in the ratio of increase in the 
number of letters, the expenses of management, or 
the amount of revenue. 

I have selected the numbers of letters posted for a 
week in each of the years 1833, °40, 42, from 
the returns above referred to. 

Ina week preceding the 24th November, 1839, 
under the old and high rates of postage, there were 
posted 1,585,973 letters. 

For one week ending 224 December, 1839, when 
the uniform rate of 4d. was imposed, there were 
posted 2 003.657 letters. 

The number of letters posted in the week preced- 
under the uniform penny 
rate, was 3,138,035. 

The number of letters for one week preceding 2Uth 
June, 1841, was 3,773,136. 

The number of letters mailed for one week pre- 
ceding 24th April, 1842. was 3,929,513. 

This shows an increase of less than 24 fold upon 
the Jetters posted under the old system, instead of five 


‘fold as estimated by Mr. Hill, and the other advo- 


cates of the system. 
It is not for me to say whether three years is a 


sufficient length of time to ascertain the maximum 
increase of letters under the operation of the penny 


| system. 


‘for transporting a letter was out of proportion to, 


the expense incurred, 


period, the post oflice department was regarded, as it ‘of the committee of parliament that the postage re- 


was in fact, a source of revenue to the crown. 
whole expense of management was paid out of the 
public treasury, and its whole receipts were paid into 
the same treasury. 

In the United Kingdom the annual transportation 
of the mail is about 20,000,000, of miles. In the U. 
States it amounts to 35,252,805 miles. 

Ia 1838, when the subject of the reduction of post- 


-age was under consideration in parliament, the whole 


annual expense of management of the department 
was $3 353,434. 

The whole amount of cost of management (expen- 
ditures) of the mail service of the U. States for the 
year 1843, was $4,374,713 75. 

The gross income of the British post office was 
$11,421,907 The gross revenue of the U. States 
post office may be stated at $4,295,925 43. 

The British post office yielded a net revenue to the 
crown beyond its expenses of $7,965,648. The U. 
States post office receipts are about equal to its ex- 
penditures. 

The cost of mail conveyance in Great Britain and 
Jreland is much Jess than in this country. The ave- 
rage cost for all grades except the railway and packet 
service (which | am unable to ascertain) is scarcely 
five cents a mile. The coach conveyance of the mail 
is just five cents per mile. In the United States the 
average cost, exclusive of rail road and steamboat 


| 





Its |, ‘eived was more than three times the amount of the 


it was stated in the report! 


expense incurred in transporting and delivering a 


letter. 
t was contended by the projector of the 


reform | 


in England that a reduction of postage to one penny | 


for All distances in the kingdom, would increase 
the number of letters to five fold; and the commit- 


tee were of opinion that the revenue derived to the | 


crown from the post oflice would not sustain any di 


minution. 
These opinions, and others similar, were sustained | 


with great earnestness and ability, against the judg-| 
ment of the postmaster general and others associated | 


with him in the department. 

The committce conclude their report with this re- 
mark in recommending the adoption of the uniform 
penny system of postage: “that they believe, at no 
distant period, it will improve the post office revenue 
itself,” and “that it is the opinion of most of the wit-| 
nesses, except the officers of the post office department, 
the adoption of it as recommended by Mr. R. Hill, 
would occasion a very great increase in the number 


r 


| 
| 
| 


It 1s doubtless as Jong a period as was con- 
templated by the committee, when, in their opinion, 
the increase of the number of-letters would “improve 
the post office revenue.” 

The annual cost of management of the post office 
under the old system—say for the year preceding the 
Sth January, 1839—was $3,296,486, 

Annual cost for the year preceding Sth January; 
1840, $3,633,595. 

Cost of management for the year preceding Sth 
January, 1841, $4,121,650. 

Cost of management for the year preceding 5th 
January, 1842, $4,503,211. 

Gross revenue for the year preceding 5th Janu- 
ary, 1839, under the old rates of postage, was $11,- 
262,134. 

Gross revenue for the year preceding 5th January, 
1840, under the old rates, except for one month the 
| 4d. rate was in operation, $11,475,662. 

Gross revenue for one year preceding Sth January, 
1841, under the penny rate, $6,444,499. 

Gross revenue for the year preceding 5th January, 
1842, $7,173,592 

The amount of net revenue paid into the tréasu- 

ry for the year preceding Sth January, 1839, $7,965,- 
6 


ae 


Do. do. 5th January, 1840, $7,842,067. 

Do. do. 5th January, 1841, $2,322,370. 

Do. do. Sth January, 1842, 2.675, 330. 

In this statement of net revenue is included the 
sum of £45,156, for the year 1839, charged to the 


of letters posted, and a far greater increase than| government for postage. 


would be required to maintain the revenue at its pre- | 
sent amount.” 


Such were the opinions and calculations upon which | 


the system of uniform penny rates of postage was 
ultimately a‘ lopted 


In 1840, do. £44 278. 

In 1841, co. £90,761. 

in 1842, do. £113,256. 

‘There has been an increase of letters, but not t 
one half the extent anticipated, and an increase 
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’ charge for the management greater than was esti- 
mated. 

Instead of an increase of revenue to the crown, as 
was predicted by the committee, there was a loss of 
$5,290,268. 


Tne system of penny postage im England, so far as 
revenue ts concerned, has resulted ina loss of near 
two-thirds the revenue under the old system, and in 
an increase of cost of management equal to 30 per 
cent. 

These facts will serve to show thatthe tax, inthe 
shape of postage, upon the English correspondence, 
has been lessened—that the postage upon newspapers 
is paid in the shape of a stamp duty, higher than the 
postage paid on newspapers in the United States: that 
the correspondence through the mail has been in- 
creased, and that the revenue derived to the crown 
has been greatly lessened. And they further prove, 
that the income of the British post office is still 
greater than its cost of management. Two other 
facts should not be overlooked in the comparison of 
the revenue of the British post office under the old 
and new rates of postage. The first is, that not only 
all foreign and colonial letters which are delivered 
in England but those which pass through England, 
in their transit to and from other countries, are sub- 
jected to a heavy postage. The second, that by law 
the transportation of letters by private conveyance, 
except where the carrier shall himself deliver the 
letter to the person addressed, is prohibited by severe 
penalties. 


If the British crown did not need the revenue, or 
if it did, and the subject was willing to be taxed in 
the form of stamp duty or excise equal to the re- 
duction of the rate of postage, as more equal and less 
burdensome, no one will question this right, and the 

" justice of yielding to the demand to have the postage 
reduced. 

If the post office department of the United States 
yielded a revenue over its expenses, or if the charge 
of its management was paid from tke general treasu- 
ry no one would doubt the propriety and justice of a 
reduction. 
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which now pass through the mail, can be of little eon- 
sequence. 

This change of system will simplify the operations 
of the service. The amount required for the service 
of each current year, in the opinion of each congress, 
will be appropriated from the treasury. The postage 
collected will be paid into the treasury. The depart- 
ment thus protected and sustained, will continue the 
sphere of its operations, limited only by the amount 
appropriated. 


I have deemed it a duty to present to your view, 
(entertaining a hope that you will submit it to con- 
gress,) this synopsis of facts, digested from the best 
sources within my possession, and leave the question 
of reduction of postage, without any recommenda- 
tion of mine, to be decided by that department of the 
government to which the people have wisely delegat- 
ed the power. 


If congress should not determine to make the re- 
duction of postage to the extent indicated by the 
views and published opinions of those who have agi- 
tated the subject, I would respectfully recommend, 
as I have done on former occasions, that the present 
rates of postages be so changed as to correspond with 
the coins of the United States. 


There is a large class of printed matter, such as 
handbills, the prospeetus of a newspaper, prices cur- | 
rent, the drawings of lotteries, proof sheets, Ke., | 
now charged with letter postage, which ought not! 
to pay higher rates than newspapers and pamph- 
lets. A just discrimination between newspapers, as 
to size or weight, should be made in the imposition 
of postage. 


The franking privilege, if not abolished altogether 
tae in some way be restricted, and its abuse check- 
ed. 

There are other modifications of the existing laws, 
which will no doubt present themselves to the consi- 
deration of congress, whose enactments, whatever 
they may be, will be administered so far as that duty 
shall be devolved on me, in the same spirit in which 
they may be passed, with a view singly to promote 
the intentions of congress, and to advance and extend 








It is a question for congress and the peopie to set- 
tle whether they will so far change the laws of the 
United States concerning the post office department 
as to direct its expenses to be paid out of the trea- 
eury. 


which annually pass through the post office of the 
United States, has heretofore been estimated at 
24,507,994. The number of similar letters annually 
posted in England, under the old rates of postage 
was estimated by the committee of parliament at 
77,500,000. 

The number under the penny rate of like Jetters, 
may be estimated at 204,334,676 


With a view to put congress in possession of cor- 
rect information upon this subject, I have directed 
an accurate account to be kept at each post office of 
the U. States during the month of October, of the 
number of letters under each rate of postage, the 


number of free letters, and by what official franked, | 


the number of newspapers, pamphlets, &c. These 
returns are not quile complete. I hope te have them 
ready by the Ist January, to be furnished to congress 
if required. 

The questions connected with this subject, it oc- 
curs to me, which it will be the duty of the repre- 
sentatives of the people to settle, are, whether the 
present amount of mail service is greater than the 
country requires? If not greater, can it be performed 
at lessexpense? Whether at the same or less expense, 
shall it be paid out of the treasury or by the postage 
on mail matter? 


If congress shall enter upon the question of reduc- | 


tion of postage upon the principle avowed by the ad- 
yocates of the British reform, viz: of preserving if 
not improving the amount of revenue, and shall re- 
qure the post office department to maintain itself, the 
information which I hope to have ready by the 
Ist January, of the number of letters posted, will be 
important. 

By a comparison between the business and popula- 


tion and extent of territory of the two governments, | 


and a comparison between the number of letters 
posted in both countries, under the respective rates, 
an estimate of the probable increase of posted letters 
in this country upon a prorata reduction of postage, 
may be made, and that rate of postage may be as- 
certained, which will give the amount required to 
defray the expenses of the mail system of the United 
States. 

If, however, it shall be the pleasure of.congress to 
follow the example of the British government, by 
placing the expenditures of the department as an an- 
nual charge upon the public treasury, and by bring- 
ing to the aid of that treasury whatever of postage 
may be collected, the report of the number of letters 


The number of chargeable letters’ delivered, | 


the usefulness of this department to every section of 
‘the country. Iam, sir, with great respect, yours, 
C. A. WICKLIFFE. 

| To the President of the U. §. 
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States. Population} Total. 

Present population, as given 

in the preceding table 26,799,000 
Hanover 2,000,000 
Grand duchy of Oldenburg 270,000 
The duchies of Holstein and ; 

Luxemburg, (belonging to 

the king of Denmark) 481,000 
The duchy of Mecklenburg 

Schwerin 490,000 
The duchy of Mecklenburg 

Strelitz 91,000 
The Hanseatic cities of Lu- 

beck, Hamburg, and Bre 

men 260,000 

3,392,000 

All united in German union 30,191,000 














The interests of commerce will probably prove 
themselves as powerful in this asin other cases. No 
slight cause could have effected so difficult a work 
as the union of al! Germany for one great and general 
object. In the prosecution of this scheme, Germany, 
notwithstanding the number and diversity of its states, 
acquires political unity, establishes an identity of 
national feeling, and secures for itself that rank 
amongst nations to which its extent, its resources, and 
its character entitle it. 

There isa continually-increasing demand in all the 
states of the Zoll Verein for most of the important 
articles of the produce of the United States. For 
example, in 1834 the Union imported 148 322 zoll 
'centners (each centner equal to 108 pounds) of our 
tobacco, whilst in 1842 the importation of the same 
article amounted to 248,749 zoll centners. The 
demand for our cotton and rice within the same period 
has increased in a similar ratio. 

In return for these large exports, we receive a 
comparatively small amount of German manufac- 
tures, and the articles which we do receive are, for 
the most part, such as are not produced in the United 
States—e. g., looking glass plates, silks, toys, &«.— 
The difference is paid us in cash. 

Emigration from Germany to the United States 
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| REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY OE STATE 
| ACCOMPANYING THE PRESIDENT’S MES- 
SAGE. 
Department of State, 
Washington, November 24, 1843. 

Sir: The secretary of state respectfully invites 
your attention to the following views of the impor- 
tant subject of our relations with the Germanic as- 
sociation orCustoms Union, and of certain other mat- 


ters which concern the commerce and navigation of 
‘the United States. 





| On the 24th of May, 1841, a communication was 
/made to youby Mr. Webster, then secretary of state, 
|on the subject of the German Customs Union. This 
communication was laid before congress, and printed 
|under their ordeas. Since that time considerable ad- 
ditions have been made to the industry, population, 
'and resources of that association. 
| The Zoll Verein, our Customs Union, at present 
| consists of the following states. 
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States. Population. 
Kingdom of Prussia 14,271,530 
Do Bavaria 4,315,469 
Do Wurtembnrg 1,649,839 
Do Saxony 1,652,114 
Grand.duchy of Baden 1,277,403 
Electorate .of Hesse 704,700 
Geand duchy of Hesse, (with Hamburg) 807,671 
Duchy of Nassau | 386,221 
Thuringian Union 908,478 
| Free city of Frankfort on the Main 60,080 
| Duchy of Brunswick 250,000 
Grand duchy Luxemburg 409,000 
Principality of Lippe Detmold 106,000 
Total 26,799,000 








The accession to the union of the kingdom of Han- 
over with nearly 2,000,000 inhabitants, is in contem- 
plation. This event would doubtless decide the smal- 


the Austrian dominions, would be united, and would 
contain a population as is show in the following table: 





‘presents a subject of great importance to us. We 


-| receive from the states associated in the German 


| Union most valuable emigrants, consisting chiefly of 
| farmers of excellent characters and industrious habits 

who bring to their adopted country sufficient gold and 

silver to enable them to purchase and settle lands.— 
| The following official statements, made to the Cham- 
| ber of Deputies of the kingdomof Bavaria, which 
_does not contain one-seventh part of the inhabitants 
| of the Union, will show the state of emigration in 
'that country. From 1835 to 1839 the total emigra- 
| tion from Bavaria alone was— 








Males 12,806 
Females 11,701 
24,507 

Viz: To America 18,937 
To France 335 

To Prussia 13 

To Greece 119 

To Algiers 62 


To places unknown, who got off 
without passports, and went most- 


ly to the United Stetes 5,047 





24,507 

The amount of money which these emigrants bore 
with them, as far as it is known to the Bavarian gov- 
urnment, is nearly seven millions of guilders—equal 
to about $2,800,000; but, in consequence of the heavy 
| tax which is Jevied, not only in Bavaria but through- 
out a great part of Germany, upon money and other 
personal property taken out of the country by emi- 
grants, it is probable that few of the persons enume- 
‘rated made a declaration to the government of more 
than one-half of their property. We may reasonably 
suppose, therefore, that those persons must have 
taken with them nearly twelve million of guilders— 
equal to about $4,800,000. The number and value 
of the people who come tous from all Germany may 
thus be well appreciated, not only in their personal 
character, but in the addition they make to our ac- 
tual wealth. 

In order to remove the impediment to emigration, 
presented in the heavy tax imposed on the property 





ler states of the north to join the union; and in that} of the emigrants, I have, by your direction, instruct 
case the whole of Germany, with the exception of|ed the minister of the United States at Berlin, Mr. 





Wheaton, who has been furnished with full power, 
for that purpose, to conclude special conventions for 
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the abolition of the droit @awhaine and droit de detraction 
between the United States and the following German 
states, who have severally expressed their readiness | 
to enter into such arrangement, viz: 

His majesty the king of Bavaria. 

His majesty the king of Saxony. 

His majesty the king of Wurtemburg. 

His royal hizhness the elector of Hesse. 

His royal highness the grand duke of Hesse. 

His royal highness the grand duke of Baden. 

Powers were also at the same time given to Mr. 
Wheaton to negotiate treaties of commerce and na- 
vigation with the Grand duchies of Mecklenburg 
Schwerin and Oldenburg two states not yet included 
in the Customs Union. 

In view of these and other advantages which the 
contemplation of this subject held out, the minister 
of the United States at Berlin had been instructed to 
use every exertion in his power to place our relations 
with the Germain Customs Union on the best and 
most triendly tooting; and the result is that the basis 
of a conventional com vercial arrangement has just 
been agreed upon (and submitted for the considera- 
tion and action of this government) between his 
majesty the king of Prussia, in behalf of Prussia, and 
all the states ussociated in the Customs Union, and 
the minister at Berlin on the part of the Unites States, 
w ich if sanctioned by congress, would effect the 
long cherished object of procuring the reduction of 
the present duty on our tobacco, secure the continued 
admission of our cotton free of all duties, and prevent 
the impos:tion of any higher duty on rice than that 


which is at present imposed—that article, as is al-| 


ready known, having already, at our request, been 
reduced to ils presentlow rate by the Customs Union. 


For these vast advantages the conditional arrange- 
ment proposes that the United States should give to 
the Customs Union proper equivalents, by reducing 
the heavy duties of the present tariff upon silks, look- 
ing-glass plates, wines, toys, linens, and such other 
articles as are not of the growth or manufacture of 


Mr. Wheaton’s late despatch will fully explain the 


which pass in or ont of the Sound on board of every 
ship that enters or leaves the Baltic by this highway 
of nature. : 
Denmark cannot demand this toll upon any prin 

ciple of natural or public Jaw. or upon any other 
ground than ancient usage, whi h finds no justifica- 
tion in the existing state of things. She renders no 
service for this exaction, and has not even the claim 
of power to enforce it. 


A great and general dissatisfaction is felt by all 
nations interested in the Baltic trade at this unneces- 
sary and humiliating exaction. |] respectfully sugges! 
that the time has arrived when the United States may 
properly take some decisive step to relieve our Baltie 
trade from this oppression. 

For more full information upon this subject, | refer 
tathe report of Mr. Webster, hereinbefore alluded 
to. No essential change has taken place since the 
| date of that report, and our vessels continue to lower 

their topsails at the castle of Cronberg, and to pay 

tribute to Denmark. 


The condition of our navigation and shipping inte- 
rest demands, at this time, particular attention from 
the government. The great an! constantly increas- 
ing amount of foreign shipping in our ports shows the 
necessity of prompt legislation for the protection and 
enlargement of our commercial marine. There is 
reason to apprehend that, if the best advised measures 
be not promptly taken, Ainerican commerce will svon 
be engrossed by the ships and seamen of Europe. There 
can be no doubt that the cause of this great evil is to 
be found in the stipulations of our commercial trea- 
ties, which place the shipping of foreign countries on 
an equality with that of the United States, in the in- 
direct as well as the direct trade. 


This necessarily operates to the advantage of those 
nations whe can build and navigale their vessels at 
| the least cost. 
; It is well known that most of the nations with 
which we have concluded such treaties, and especial- 








vantage over us in both these particulars. Nearly 
all the materials of ship-building are much more 


| 
vo: ‘ ly those of the north of Europe, have a decided ad- 
the United States. y those of OF 
} 
| 


whole course of his proceedings in reference to this 
interesting subject, and | doubt not will be satisfac- 
tory to congress, should that body choose to call for 
them. In the mean time I lay before you the corres- 
pondence between Mr. Wheaton and the Baron Bulow 
(A,) which gives the outline of the proposed ar- 
rangement. 

The reduction on tobacco proposed on the part of 
the German Customs Union brings to our view in a 
strong light the unfortunate state of the trade with 
England, France, and Austria, in that great staple of 
our country. In England we have to complain of an 
enormous duty of three shillings a pound, or about 
eight hundred per cent. on ils value at the place of 
exportation; at the same time itis permitted to sell 
the article freely in that country. 

In France, however, although every minister of 
the United States, from the year 1786 to the present 
time, has earnestly pressed the subject upon that 
government, no change has been effected. The gov- 
ernment of France still continues the monopoly or 
regie, which stops up all the avenues to that trade, 
whilst the United States admit all the products of 
French industry. 

In Austria the same plan of monopoly or regie 
destroys the prospect of any productive trade in tobac- 
co; and our minister at that court holds out no in- 
ducement to hope for any change for the better. 

It may be proper to remark that the proposed 
treaty will not affect the provisions of existing trea 
ties with other foreign powers. ‘The stipulation is 
found in many of them, that, if the United States 
should grant more favorable terms to any other nation, 
those terms should be considered as extending to the 
nations parties of these treaties. 


tional; thal is, that the advantages of the new treaty | 


shall be given only on the same terms on which they | 
are given to the party of that treaty. 





But this stipulation is always understood as condi- | 


| Periods. 


|} costly in the United States than in Europe. The 
| Wages we pay to our seamen are nearly double, and 
| the general scafe of living on shipboard is much bet- 
‘ter, and consequently much more expensive. The 
consequence of all this is, that our ship-owners, be- 
| fore they can find employment for their vessels, are 
|oblizged to wait 1 their own ports until Swedish, 
| Danish, and Hanseatic shipping has taken off as much 
| freight as it can carry; and yet we persuade ourselves 
‘that our treaties with all these powers have placed 
/our commerce upon a footing of perfect reciprocity! 
| The treaties at present existing with Denmark, 
| Sweden, the Hanseatic Republic, Prussia, Austria, 
‘and Russia, have already extended beyon! therr ori- 
‘ginal limitation, and are subject to be discontinued 
| at one year’s notice. 


| 


The remaining treaties in which the reciprocity 
principle is adopted on the broadest scale, may be 
made the subject of consideration as the term of their 
duration approaches. The remedy is consequently 
in our own hands, and we have only to retrace our 
steps, and make known the determination of this go- 
vernment to regulate its foreign trade, in future, upon 
such principles of reciprocity as shall not extend be- 
yond the direct importation trade in the produce aud 
‘manufactures of the contracting parties. 


| By the accompanying table, (B,) showing a com- 
| parative account of the domestic and foreign tonnage 
/employed in the foreign trade of the United States 
for the last fifieen years, it will be seen that the ave- 
rage proportion of Auerican shipping to foreign ship- 
' ping was as follows: 

| Table of Shipping. 











Proportion per cent. 


early doubled, while the q@nount thereof increased 
from tworto six millions. , 

During the last five years. a period marked by ex- 
traordinary conmercial fluctuations, the acquired 
proportion of foreign tonnage has been preserved 
with remarkable uniformity. This latter fact is an 
evidence that, however the commercial interests of 
the United States may have been depressed by these 
revolutions and fluctuations, the navization interests 
of foreizn Powers have not been seriously affected 
in their intercourse with us. 

“The able report of the committee of commerce of 
the House of Representatives (No. 835, May 1842) 
embraces all the facts and statistics relating to our 
navigation and shipping interests; and | refer to it 
with pleasure for full information. All which is re- 
spectfully sub nitted, A. P. UPSHUR. 

The President of the United States. 


(TRANSLATION. ] 
Berlin, October 9, 1843. 

Monsiver Le Baron: Various circumstances have 
hitherto prevented my answering the official note ad- 
dressed to me, under date of the 25th September, 
1842, by the royal ministry of foreign affairs of Wur- 
lemburg, by which [| was requested to communicate 
to the government of his Prussian majesty the propo 
sitions which the goverament of the United States of 
\nerica intended to make in respect to the advanta- 
ges which the said government might be dispose | to 
extend to the Germanie Association of Commerce 
and Customs, in return for a reduction of the duties 
imposed on the importation of tobacco from the United 
States of America } 


Tam now prepared to make to you a precise over- 




















American) Foreign. 
If they be given without equivalent, they must also | - . 
be given to those nations without equivalent; if they, 398 19 1832 - - - - 81.7 18.3 
be given in consideration of equivalents, no nation | 1899 10 1837 - - - - 66.2 33.8 
can claim them, under the general stipulation above! }993 tg 1842 - - - - 69.1 30.9 
mentioned, without offering a liké equivalent. | : 


The duties imposed on the importation of a parti-| 


cular commodity may therefore with propriety be | 








The first period comprises the time when the trea- 


reduced, as to articles the produce or manufacture of ties allowing indirect trade, contracted with the 
one country, which may, in consideration of such Hanse Towns, Sweden, and other Powers, in 1827 
reduction, reduce its duties on our staple productions and succeeding years, first began to operate; and, al- 
Without giving to any other nation with which we, though during the Jatter years the proportion of fo- 
may have such a treaty stipulation a right to require | reign vessels rapidly increased, the average of the 
the same reductions us to ils productions or manulac- | whole was but eighteen per cent. 
tures, unless Such nation will come under the same| ‘T'he second period co.ninenced at about the time 
conditions. The ireaty of 1832 witn France is a pre- | when anew impulse was added to the already in- 
@edent in point. creasing foreign navigation by the “colonial arrange- 
Denmark has, by sufferance, continued to impose, ' ment” with Great Britain in 183 and 1832. During 
Up to this day, a most singular tax upon all goods|these five years the proportion of foreign tonnage 


;ture on this subject, by proposing to lay down the 


basis of an arrangement to be hereafter concluded 
between the United States of America and the Ger- 
manic States belonging to the Association of Com- 
merce and. Customs, subject to the approbation of 
my government, which will furnish me with the ne- 
cessary instructions for this purpose, afler having 
maturely examined the different propositions made 
on both sides. 

I propose, then tocommence a negotiation for such 
an arrangement, having for its principal basis an ex- 
change of equivalents between the two countries by 
means of mutual reductions to be made in their re- 
spective tariffs, so as to give a greater extension to 
the commerce between the n, without too much dis- 
tur bing the protection at present accorded to the na- 
tional industry of each country. 

On the supposition that the duties at present im- 
posed by the Germanic Association of Com nerce 
and Customs uoon the importation of rice are not aug 
mented, and that the article of cotton remains free as 
at present, the American government will have no 
‘thing to ask on its part, except a reduction of the du- 
}ties levied by the Germanic Association on tobacco 

imported from the United States of America. 


| The American government will then be disposed 
ito grant a reduction of the duties imposed in the 
United States of America upon certain articles of 
the growth, produce, and manufacture of the German 
States belonging to the Association of Commerce and 
Customs, such as linens and other manufactures of 
flax and hemp; silks and wixed goods of which silk 
is the material of chief value; thread and cotton la- 
ces, or of gold and silver, hosiery, looking-glass plates, 
toys and such other arvicles as may be designatea by 
common consent: provided that the Germanic Asso- 
ciation of Commerce and Customs shall make such 
reduction, as shall be acceptable to the American 
government, of the duties imposed on tobacco import- 
ie! from the United States of America. 
| Please to receive, Monsieur le Baron, the assuran- 
|ces of my most distinguished c msideration. 
HENRY WHEATON. 
His Excellency Baron pg BuLow, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
his Majesty the King of Prussia. 
a 
[TRANSLATION. ] 
Berlin, October 10, 1843. 

Sir: I have seen with pleasure, by the letter you 
have addressed to me under date of the 9th of this 
month, that the government of the United Siates of 
America desires to revive the commerce with Prus- 
sia and the other states of the Germanic Customs 
Association. 

The Association has not imposed any new duties 
on the productions of America. Qin the contrary, the 
duty on the importation of rice was considerably di- 
minished several yearssince; but, onthe other hand, all 
the articles which the Association has hitherto im- 
ported into the United States have been so heavily 
dutied in the new tariff, that their importation has 
oeen in a great degree rendered impossible for the 
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commerce of the states of the Association. 
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We believe, therefore, that we have a right to 
complain that the government of the United States 
have changed the status quo, such as it existed before 
the adoption of the latest tariff. 

The duty imposed here upon the importation of to- 
bacco, of which the United States complains, is still 
heavier in other countries, such as Great Britain, 
France, and Austria; and a comparison of thé years 
1834 and 1842 conclusively proves that the consump- 
tion of foreign tobacco in the states of the Germanic 
Pe pag is far from being injuriously affected 

y it. 

The amount imported in 1834 was 148,322 quin- 
tals. In 1842, it was 248,749 quintals. 

Since the last year the duties of importation have 
been augmented as to cigars and powdered tobacco; 
but this increase can but affect favorably the impor- 
tation of leaf tobacco, in which alone the North Ame- 
rican states are interested. 

Any reduction in the duty of importation on tobacco 
wonld be a great Joss for the states of the Association, 
without any certain advantage resulting therefrom to 
those of America; for it still remains to be ascertain- 
ed whether the consumption of American tobacco 
would be increased in proportion to this reduction. 


It does not enter, for the present, into the views of 
the Germanic Association to lay a duty upon cutton, 
or to augment the duty of importation on rice; but it 
would not be disposed to stipulate with the United 
States of America not to lay, in future, any new duty 
on these articles. 

The reopening of the market of the United States, 
by means of a reduction of the import duties, would 
still, however, unquestionably be of the greatest im- 
portance for the productions of the soil and jndustry 
of the Germanic Association. If. then, the govern- 
ment of the United States should offer to us important 
advantages for our articles of exportation, such as 
are designated in your letter, and upon other similar 
articles, Prussia, and with her all the states of the 
Association, will hasten to take into consideration 
the measures proper to favor, still more than it is 
now favored, the importation of North American to- 
bacco into the states of the Association, 

] pray you, sir, to receive, on this occasion, the re- 
newed assurance of my high consideration. 

BULOW. 

Mr. Wuearon, &e. 


Bb. 


The following comparative tables of the domestic | 
and foreign tonnage employed in the foreign trade of | 
the United States, each table comprising a period of , 


five years: 
From 1828 to 1832, inclusive. 





Tonnage. 























Years -——| nage. |———- 
‘U. States | Foreign. | | U.S. | Pore’n 
1828 [1,755,785| 301 253| 2,057,038} 85 | 15 
iscg LS17 740) 263,749) 2,081,497; 875) 12.5 
> - ae spas! se ") Ts) 
183) |1 948,987] 265,336) 2,214,322) 88 | 12 
1831 1,895,456! 553,942) 2,449,395} 77 | 23 
1832 1,924,487; 780,542; 2,705,036) 71 {| 29 
ae a 
al aia ill ° ° 
Total 3,342 463'2, 164,823 11,507,286) 4035), 915 
Av. propor. | - | a - 81.7 18.3 
From 1833 to 1837, inclusire. 
niet CASWAENS Oe HAY Oe eo wee : 
Tonnage. | Total |Propor’n pr. ct. 








-- _ tonnage. | - 


Years. —— bak ak de cee 
['. States |Foreign. | | U S. |Fore’a 


| 
| 
- 
1833 | 2.258,601 993,744| 3.217,345| 69 | Bt 





1834 | ¥,208,690/1,145,752| 3,354,442) 66 | 34 
1835 
1836 


32 


2,753, 170) 1,272,134) 4,025,204] 68 
345 


| 
2 570,707)1,354,934} 3,925.641| 65.5) 
| 


1837 | 2,566,342 | 1,521,993) 4,053,939) 62 5) 37.5 
Total . . .12,359,510/0,238.557| 18,641,067) 33 i6y 
1 - | 66.2 33.5 


Av. propor “ rey 
} } 


Frem 1838 to 1842, inclusive. 


Tonnage. Total |Propor'n pr. ct. 


Years. |-——--—-—— ——| tonnage. |———-——— 

\U. States | Foreign. U.5 |More’n 

Oe ee |e | | | LT Noosa samaoe 
1838 | 2711,735|1,196,276| 3,908,011] 69 | 31 

1839 | 2.969.207|1,236,653| 4,205,860} 70.5) 29.5 

1840 | 3,223.955\1,418,849| 4,642,804) 69.5/ 30.5 

1841 | 3.266,065/1,473,293) 4,739.35] 69.5] 30.5 
1842 | 3,046,562)1,473,272) 4,519,834] 67 33 


154.5 
30.9 
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Total . . |15,217,524/6,798,343/22,015,867) 345.5 
AV. propor. - - - 69.1 

















THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO. 





DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE PRESI- 
DENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 


MR. DE BOCANEGRA TO MR. THOMPSON. 
[ TRANSLATION. ] 
National Palace, Mexico, Jugust 23, 1843. 

The undersigned, secretary of state for foreign re- 
lations and government, has received express orders 
from his excellency the provisional president to ad- 
dress the Hon. Waddy Thompson, envoy extraordi- 
nary and minister plenipotentiary of the U. States, 
and to give him clear and definitive explanations res- 
pecting an affair, the consequences of which are 
grave and serivus for the two nations, whose friend- 
ship and good understanding should be maintained, 
‘for their reciprocal interest, and for the welfare of 
the whole human race. 


_Unfortunately the events which have been occur- 
ring for so many years past—as well the coloniza- 
tion of Texas by citizens of the United States as the 
insurrection excited, sustained, and carried through 
by citizens of those same states—have appeared to 
afford grounds for doubting the sincerity and frank- 
ness of the conduct of that powerful republic with 
regard to the Mexican nation, although they were 
bound together by treaties such as are esteemed sa- 
cred in the intercourse and relations of civilized 
states. This assertion has found a place in the series 
of historical truths; and, under this view alone, it is 
recalled by the Mexican government with the deep- 
est regret, and because, in approaching the event 
which is anticipated, it is indispensable to refer to the 
most lamentable circumstances which have preceded 
it. The recognition of the independence of Texas 
by the government of the United States, which ser- 
'ved as an example; and even asa stimulus, to similar 
recognitions by some governments of Europe, was 
on the point of altering the existing good understand- 
ing and harmony; and it must be considered as a great 
Sacrifice to the public peace, and to the friendship 
| professed towards the United States, that the govern- 
‘ment of the Mexican republic should have eontented 
‘itself with making a proper protest against the act, 
{in order thus to preserve the rights of the nation, its 
dignity, and its honor. From the moment when his 
,excellency the provisional president took the reins of 
| the government, he has conducted himself according 
‘to the laudable maxims that government should be as 
firm in the purpose to be just in their foreign rela- 
tions as in demanding justice whenever aggressions 
are committed against them such as may place in 
jeopardy those rights which they are bound to pre- 
serve at all eost. The Hon. Waddy Thompson is the 
| best witness to show that his excellency the presi- 
ident has condemned the dark policy of national anti- 
| pathies, and has done all in his power to render the 
|conduct of Mexico towards the U. States consistent, 

honorable, and cordial, in order that no weli ground- 
‘ed motive of complaint might ever exist, and that no 





| breach might be made in the existing stipulations; | 
iand it is likewise notorious that it has been sometimes | 


| necessary to subject the nation to great sacrifices, in 
| order to keep its engagements inviolable. It likewise 
| appears that the government of the United States, in 
| reciprocity for this uniform system, is bound, for the 
| glory of itsown name, to remove all causes of injury 


} > . ° 
- } to the welfare of the two nations which may present 


‘themselves. 


' 
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The Mexican government has collected sufficient | 
evidence, published in abundance by the A merican | 


| press, that a proposition is to be submitted to the de- | 


| liberations of the cong.ess of the United States, at its 
ensuing session, to incorporate with them the so-cal 

'led republic of Texas; and although his excellency 
the president hopes that an authority so circumspect 
will defeat a design so unjust, and an attack so de- 
cisive on the rights of the Mexican nation over that 
territory, he has ordered the undersigned to declare 
to the Hon. Waddy Thompson, with the view that he 
may submititto his government, that the Mexican 

| government will consider equivalent to a declaration 
‘of war against the Mexican republic the passage of 
an act for the ineorporation of ‘l’exas with the terri- 
‘tory of the United States; the certainty of the fact 
being sufficient for the immediate proclamation of 
, war, leaving to the civilized world to determine with 
regard to the justice of the cause of the Mexican na- 
tion in a struggle which it has been so far from pro- 
voking. 


The colonists of Texas, generously received by the 
Mexican nation, entered into that country, and rose 
in insurrection, under various pretexts, but with the 
declared intention to wrest that territory from its 
lawful possessor; and, as to Mexico, they never lost 
their character of subjects, while those (all citizens 
of the United States) who aflerwards went to sup- 
port their rebellion are regarded only as adventurers. 
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And if a party in Texas is now endeavorinz to effect 
its incorporetion with the United States, it is from 
the consciousness of their notorious incapability to 
form and constitute an independent nation, without 
their having changed their situation, or acquired any 
rights to separate themselves from their mother 
country. Hisexcellency the provisional president, 
resting on this deep conviction, is obliged to prevent 
an aggression, unprecedented in the annals of the 
world, from being consummated; and if it be indispen- 
sable for the Mexican nation to seek security for its 
rights at the expense of the disasters of war, it will 
call upon God and rely on its own efforts for the de- 
fence of its just cause. The government of the un- 
dersigned nevertheless, flatters itself with the hope 
that the government of the United States will ward 
off from its country and from ours the deplorable 
consequences of a rupture, by preserving the amica- 
ble relations which his excellency the president so 
ardently desires to maintain, and will thus save the 
glorious republic, which the immortal Washington 
founded, from stain and dishonor. 


The undersigned hopes that his excellency the 
minister of the United States will communicate this 
solemn protest to his government, and will accept the 
assurances of high consideration on the part of his 
most obedient servant, 

J. M. DE BOCANEGRA. 

Hor. Waddy Thompson, envoy, &c. 


MR. THOMPSON TO MR. DE BOCANEGRA. 


Legation of the United States of America. 
Mexico, Tugust 24, 1843. 

The undersigned has received and read with as- 
tonishment the note of his excellency Jose Maria de 
Bocanegra, Minister of foreign relations and govern- 
ment, of yesterday’s date. At the very moment 
when a rumor of an invasion of the territory of 
Mexico by citizens of the United States, having no 
other authority than the public newspapers, is proved 
to be without foundation, and upon which rumor his 
excellency had addressed a very strong note to the 
undersigned, another is received of a similar charac- 
ter, based upon no better authority. The direct 
threat of war, whic.; his excellency makes, precludes 
the undersigned from offering any explanation what- 
ever upon the subject. With a proud man,ora 
proud nation, the language of menace is not only un- 
availing, but has an inevitable tendency to defeat its 
object. The government of the undersigned has no 
passion for war, foreign or domestic It seeks a dif- 
ferent path of glory. Stillljess does that government 
jesire war with Mexico. But if any thing could ex- 
cite such a feeling, it will be the constant repetition 
of these threats, alike incompatible, in the judgment 
of the undersigned, with the respect due to his own 
government and to that of Mexico; and the under- 
signed requests that they may not be repeated. If 
intended for intimidation, they will have no effect; 
and if asa warning, they are not necessary: for his 
country is always in a condition to meet any emer- 
gency. 

The undersigned begs leave to add, that ‘the 
glorions republic founded by the immortal Washing- 
ton” has its character in its own keeping, and needs 
no admonitions from any quarter to prevent it from 
stain or dishonor. 

The undersigned renews to his excelleney Jose 
Maria de Bocanegra, minister of foreign relations, 
&c. the assurance of his distinguished consideration. 

WADDY THOMPSON. 

His excellency Jose Maria de Bocanegra, 

Minister of foreign relations and government 
of the Mexican republic. 


MR. DE BOCANEGRA TO MR. THOMPSON. 
| TRANSLATION. | 
Niutional Palace, Mexico, September, 1843. 

The undersigned, minister of foreign relations and 
government, when addressing the Hon. Waddy 
Thompson on the 21st of July and the 8th of August 
last, with respect to the new invasion of the territory 
of Mexico, made known the evidence which had 
been obtained, estimating it according to its real va- 
lue, as it determined the supreme government to take 
a step so conformable with its dignity and propriety 
after having €xamined those circumstances thorough- 
ly. The Hon: Mr. Thompson will be able to con- 
vinee himself that the government, in making that 
communication, founded it not upon vague rumors, 
but upon advices, authentic, public, and official, af- 
forded by the Mexican authorities, who cannot be 
supposed to wish to alarm their government by un- 
certain and groundless information. The govern- 
ment relied on the faith which should be placed in 
those authorities, and considered that they, when ad- 
dressing their government on a subject so serious in 
aj] its relations and aspects, did so in the discharge 
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of the functions, civil and military, which they ex- 
ercise in. their respective departments: 

Governments depend upon the testimony afforded | 
py their agents; and ifthey are deprived of this means | 
for the support of their measures, what other ean 
they have, in order to become acq'ainted with the | 
circumstances which require their attention? 

In the offices of the department of state are docu- 
ments which induce the beliefin anew invasion, and | 
the order of Gen. Houston for its cessation destroys 
a}! doubt on the subject. 


With regard to the incorporation of Texas in the 
United States, the principal object of this note, and 
on which the Hon. Mr. Thompson treats in his reply | 
of the 24th of August last, the information is still 
more positive, as to an affair which neither is nor can 
be indifferent to the supreme government of Mexico, 
because it has calculated and foreseen the exaggera- 
ted pretensions of those who in the United States | 
support the pretensions of the adventurers of Texas. | 
The communications public and private, from that 
country, its newspapers, and the rumors there cur- | 
rent, aud the invitation signed at Washington on the 


5th of March of this year, are circumstances which !* 


cannot be treated as vague rumors. The fact that 
the general congress of the United States has already 
been occupied with the subject of the annexation of 
Texas is not only not destitute of foundation, but | 
most positive proofs of it have been obtained; and it 
jis not therefore, one of those anecdotes which editors 
are in the habit of introducing into their newspapers 
jn order to render them more pleasing; it isa thing 
certain—most eertain, unless the publications of the 
enlightened John Quincy Adams, and the opposition 
made and now in preparation against this project, 
at the head of which that personage stands, be fables. | 


To insist on what is positively known, that the | 
states of the south are promoting and agitating the 
aggression upon Texas, would be an offence to the 
enlightenment and judgment of Mr. Thompson. 

The probabilities are that the congress at Wash- 
ington will again take up this affair at its next ses- 
sion, and that the reason, justice, and circumspec- 
tion of a body which, from its nature, proceeds with 
the utmost caution [madurez deliberation] in affairs of | 
less importance, will frustrate pretensions based 
solely on private interests. The undersigned hopes, | 
with good reason, from the principles of justice | 
which ought to preside over the deliberations of the 
congress of the United States, that it will never lis- 
ten to sugzestions, nor to private interests, detr men- | 
tal to the Jaw of nations and international law; but! 
as it may happen that ambition and delusion may | 
prevail over public propriety, that personal views | 
may triumph over sane and just ideas, and that the 
vigorous reasoning of Mr. John Quincy Adams and | 
his co-laborers mav be ineffectual, how can it be con-| 
sidered strange and out of the way that Mexico, un-| 
der such a supposition, should announce that she will 
regard the annexation of Texas as an act of decla- 
ration of war? Mexico, therefore, does not threaten 
iil less does she provoke and excite; what she | 
says is that which cannot be denied to her—that she | 
will regard the annexation of Texas to the United 
States asa hostile act, inasmuch as this act involves 
a violation of the law of nations, and particularly of | 
international law, by its infraction of the first article 
of the treaty of April 5, 1831, published in Mexico 
in 1832, which says: ‘There shall be a firm, inviola- | 
ble, and universal peace, and a true and sincere 
friendship, between the United Mexican States and 
the United States of America, in all the extent of 
their possessions and territories, and between their 
people and citizens, respectively and without distinc- 
tion of persons or places.” 


and St 


Mexico has always taken care to fulfil her stipula- 
tions, because she knows what she owes to other na- | 
tions; but she wishes, also, that what is due to her- 
self should be observed and maintained; and if on 
these principles she has protested, and does protest, | 
she does in this no more than fulfil an obligation 
which is peculiar to her sovereignty and indepen- | 
dence, without proposing ever so distantly, to in- | 
timidate or to warn, but to show what it is proper | 
for her to do. | 

The undersigned herewith repeats to the Hon. 
Waddy Thompson the assurances of his most distin 
guished consideration. 

J. M DE BOCANEGRA. 

Hon. Wappy THompson, 

Envoy extroardinary and minister plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America. 


MR. THOMPSON TO MR. DE BOCANEGRA. 
Legation of the United States of America. 
Mexico, September 24, 1343. 
The undersigned, envoy extraordinary at.d minis- 
ter plenipotentiary of the United States of America, 
has seen in the “Diario del Gobierno” of the 23d 
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instant an order of the most excellent the president , the repubtic, which have not been repealed hy others 


of the republic of Mexico, prohibiting foreigners, 
after the expiration of six months from engaging in 


the retail business of any kina. 


The third article of the treaty of amity, com- 
merce, and navigation between the United States 


‘and the republic of Mexico is in the following 


words:— 

The citizens of the two countries, respectively,shall 
have liberty freely and securely to come, with their 
vessels and cargoes, to all such places, ports, and 
rivers of the United States of America and of the 
United Mexican States to which other foreigners 
are permitted to come, to enter into the same and to 


remain and reside in any part of the said territories, 
respectively; also,to hire and occupy houses and 
_ warehouses, for the purpose of their commerce, and 
to trade therein in all sorts of produce, manufactures, 


and merchandize; and generaily, the merchants and 
traders of each nation shall enjoy the most complete 
protection and security for their commerce.” 


Language more comprehensive andeclear, in the 
judgment of the undersigned could not have been 
employed. 

It cannot now be alleged that the term “trade’ 
was meant only to imply buying and selling by 


| wholesale. Such is not the true meaning of the term; | 
-and if such had been the intention of the parties to 


the treaty, the term should have been so qualified 


/and restricted. 


But it is perfectly clear that such was not their in- 
tention. The terms ‘‘merchant” and ‘trader’ are 
both used. If wholesale commerce was meant, the 


term *‘merchant” was all-sufficient; and why was the 
| other term “trader” also used? But the term ‘“tra- 


der” has in English a distinct and specific meaning, 
and that meaning, in its general acceptation, is not 


only not buying and selling by wholesale, but exactly 


¥ 
the opposite. 

The term “commerciar,” (the Spanish word used) 
according to the “Diccionario de la Academia,” is 
defined thus: ““Negociar, traficar, comprendo y vendi- 
endo o permutando generos”—to trade or traffic, buy- 
ing and selling. or exchange of goods. 

The meaning of the word ‘“tnegociar,” as given by 


‘the same authority, is‘‘tratar,” which is also defined 


to trade or traffic. 

It seems, therefore, that the privilege of trading 
and trafficking, by wholesale or retail, withoutany 
restriction, is secured, by the above article of the 


i 





| 
\ 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


treaty, as clearly by the Spanish terms employed as} 


by the English; and the undersigned therefore so- 
lemnly protests against the said order of the 23d in- 


stant, asa direct violation ofthe treaty between Mex- 
Rico and the United States; and he further protests | 


against the same on another ground. 

American citizens have come to Mexico with 
large stocks of goods, under the supposed security 
above alluded to, and when no such regulations as 
those now published existed; and it will amount toa 
confiscation of their property, without even the al- 
legation against them of any offence, to require them 


restrict foreigners in the exercise of the said trade; 
that for those persons themselves it would be most 
advantageousto fix, by a declaration. their position 
in this country in that respect; reconciling all that it 
is possible to concede to them with the public inter- 
ests; using the right inherent in the sovereignty of 
the nation, and the faculties conceded to me by ini 
I have determined to declare and decree as follows: 

Article 1. Foreigners are prohibited from exer- 
cising the retail trade, either publicly or privately, 
in all parts of the Mexican territory. 

Art. 2. Persons naturalized in the republic, or 
who are married to Mexicans, or who reside with 
their families in Mexico are excepted from the pro- 
hibitions of the preceding article. 

Art. 3. The foreigners excepted by the 2d article, 
who may wish to continue in this busines, muct peti- 
tion the supreme government, through the depart- 
ment of foreign relations and government, to be al- 
lowed to do so, within the exact term of six months, 
annexing to their petition the following documents, 
to wit: Those who have obtained a letter of natural- 
ization, an authentic cony thereof; and those who are 
not naturalized are to present, Ist. Evidence of their 
being married, authenticated only by some of the di- 
plomatic or consular agenis of Mexico abroad, or by 
the curate of the port of the republic in which the 
marriage took place. 2d. ‘he certificate of the chief 
political authority of the place in which they are es- 
tablished, proving the fact of their residence there as 
married persons. 3d. The certificate of the legation 
of their respective cohntry declaring that the capital 
which they use is their own. ‘The want of any one of 
the said documents of evidence will be sufficient to 
prevent the persons applying {rom exercising any re- 
tail trade. 

Art. 4. Foreigners who may hereafter enter the 
republic may also carry on tie said business, after 
having fulfilled what is required in the preceding 
article. 

Art. 5. A register shall be kept, in the department 
of foreign affairs and government, of the individuals 
excepted by this decree, setting forth the circum- 
stances under which such exception was made, their 
residence, and presentation of proofs, in order to 
prevent any question from arising thereafter. 

Art. 7. Every foreigner not excepted, who at the 
expiration of the term herein allowed, shall have 
sold any thing in retail, shall forfeit the goods, and 
shall pay a fine equal to its value, every Mexican or 
foreigner guilty of fraud against this decree shail 
pay the same fine, or shall suffer the penalty of im- 
prisonment for from two months to two years; and 


| the goods as well as the amount of the fine, after de- 


to sell, or rather to sacrifice, their goods on the short | 


, notice of six months. 
lf there were only one such case, the sacrifice | 
~ ? 


might not be so ruinous; but when it is considered | 
that so many foreigners are engaged in the retail | 


trade, if the stocks of all of them are thus at once 
+ 4} 


forced into the market, the sacrifice must be com- 


| plete and ruinous. 


The undersigned has the honor to renew to his 
excellency Senor de Bocanegra the assurance of his 
distinguished consideration. 

W. THOMPSON. 

His excellency Josz Marra pe Bocaneara, 

Minister of foreign relaiions and government 
af the Mexican republic. 


> Mexican government, 
referred to in the note of Mr. Thompson to Mr. de Bo- 
canegra of the 24th September, 1843. 
Palace of the National government, 
It Tucubaya, September 23d, 1843. 
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, general of division, 


the Mexican republic, to its inhabitants: 

Be :t known, that, taking into consideration the re- 
peated complaints of all the departments against the 
exercise of the retail trade, which has been illegally 
allowed to foreigners, and the reduced state of that 
business as carried on by natives of the country, who 
from well known circumstances, cannot compete 
with foreigners in the market, being obliged to revive 
and protect it by all the means dictated by justice 
and permitted by law: seeing that, among other na- 
tions the most enlightened, the said trade by foreign- 
ers is restricted in various ways; that Mexicans can- 
not enjoy it by reciprocity; that the existing laws of 





ducting the judicial expenses, shall be given to the 
informer and the seizor, in equal parts to each, or 
the whole to whuever shail combine both characters. 
As despatch is most necessary in this class of judg- 
ments, they will conform to the dispositions of the 
existing tariff of Qctoher 26, 1842. 

Art. 8. Foreigners may keep shops for the sale of 
arluicles made by themselves in any part of the repub- 
lic, provided they have some Mexicans with them as 
apprentices or journeymen. 

Therefore, let this decree be printed, published, 
circulated, and executed. 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

Iagnacio Triaueros, minister of finance. 

MR. THOMPSON TO MR. UPSHUR, 
[exTractT. | 
Legation of the United States, 
Mexico, Oct. 14, 1334, 

Sir: Ihave the honor to send you, herewith, a 
note (No 1) from the minister of foreign affairs, up- 
on the subject of the order prohibiting the retail 
trade to foreigners, and my reply, (No. 2.) This 


measure will cause a greater sacrifice of American ine 


| Benemerito of the country, provisional president of | 





terests and property than all the previoys outrages of 
Mexico upoo our citizens united. It is part of a po- 
licy upon which | have good reason to believe that 
the present government has resolved to cut olf all 
foreign commerce, 
Mr. de Bocanegra io Mr. Thompson. 
[| TRANSLATION. | 

National Palace, Mexico, Oct. 9, 1843. 

His excelleucy Mr. Waddy ‘Thompson, envoy ex- 
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the U, 
States of America, was pleased, under date of the 
24th ultimo. to remonsirate againstthe decree issued 
op the 23d of the same month restricting foreigners as 
to the exercise of the retail trade, which his excel- 
lency considers as aa infringement of the treaty be- 
tween Mexico and the United States, in its third ar- 
tucle, the first part of which he copies. 

The undersignhd minister of foreign relations and 
government, agrees with Mr. ‘Thompson completely 


[No. 1.] 
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as to the clearness of the said article, provided it be 


taken in the whole; and he considers it sufficient to co- 
py the second paragraph thereof, immediately follow- 
ing that which his excellency cites in support of his 
position. 


The said paragraph says: ‘‘And they (the eitizens 


of the two countries) shall not pay other ‘nor higher 
duties, imposts, or fees whatever, than those which 
the most favored nations are or may be obliged to 
pay, and shall enjoy all the rights, privileges, and 


exemptions, with respect to navigation and commerce 
which the citizens of the most favored nations do or 


may enjoy, but subject always tothe laws, usages, 
and statutes of the two countries, respectively.” 

After stipulations so express and definite, no ground 
remains for the protest of the honorable minister 
plenipotentiary of the U. States; and the undersigned 
would be offering an offence to his good judgment, 
his knowledge and prudence, if he should proceed to 
other definitions. 

The decree of the 23d September being (as it is) 
general, and not special, Mexico has respected her 
engagements by continuing towards the citizens of 
the United States the treatment of the most favored 
nation, to which they are entitled; and, in issuing 
that law, in place of the Spanish laws which were 
in force in the republic, she has used a right inherent 
in her,sovereignty, granting at the same Lime, as she 
conceives that she has, a reasonable period of delay; 
such as is practised in other cases, for its being car- 
ried into execution. 

The undersigned, in replying to the said note from 
the honorable minister plenipotentiary of the United 
States, embraces the occasion to repeat to him the 
assurances of his high consideration, 

JOSE M. DE BOCANEGRA. 

His excellency Wappy ‘lHompson, 

Envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
U. S. of America. 





[No. 2.] Mr. Thompson to Mr. de Bocanegra. 
Legation of the United States. 


Mexico October 10, 1843. 


The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister | 


plentipotentiary of the Uuited States of America, 
has the honor to ackuowledge the receipt of the note 
of his excellency Jose M. de Bocanegra, minister of 
foreign relations and government of yesterday’s date, 
upon the subject of the prohibition of the retail bu- 
siness to foreigners. Although it may subject the 
undersigned to the imputation of, ‘a wantot intelli 
gence and correct judgment.” he is constrained to say 
that he cannot preceive the slightest bearing upon 
the subject of discussion of the Jatter portion of the 
third article of the treaty between Mexico and the 
United States, to which his excelleney Mr. Bocane 
gra refers. ( me } 
the treaty with the United States is in no particular 
different from any other treaties of Mexico? 
would have saved time and trouble, instead of draw- 
ing out that treaty so elaborately as has been done, 
to have accomplished the object in two lines, thus: 

“The same rights and privileges are guarantied to 
the two nations, respectively, as are eajoyed by the 
most favored nations.” 

The undersigned does not so regard it. Various 
privileges are specifically enumerated and defined, and 
the clause quoted by your excellency was only in- 
tended by its general tewms to include any others 
which had nut been thus specifically stated, and not 
by any means as qualifying or limiting concessions 
thus distinctly made. 








ane a - Se nen one — meme 


Mr. UPSHUR TO Mrs. THOMPSON. 


: The history ‘of our past dipiomatie 
Department of state, 


with Mexico snzgests the necessity of using towards 
Washington, October 20,1843. | that government a tone of decision. Her function. 

Sir: Your despatches Nos. are received. It aries have more than once ventured to assume to. 
|is gratifying to perceive that the Mexican govern-| Wards the United States an attitude of superiority, 
/ment has manifested a disposition torender prompt| 0 less offensive than surprising. This, I am Sure, 
justice in the matter of the forced loan, and of the | You will never suffer to pass without proper rebuke. 


inteFcourse 





Does his excellency mean to say tliat | 





demand made on Mr. Robinson on account of claims 


alleged to exist against Mr. Powers. No concession 


can be made on either of these points. 


which he addressed to you on the 23d August, is cer- 


language of Mr. Bocanegra’s letter, particularly in 





withdraw it. The warning whieh you have given 


‘him against the use of similar expressions in future 


| will, it ts hoped, have its effect. If, however, you 
‘should again be addressed in terms so assuming and 
So “itparaginggo the United States, you will demand 
| that the letter be withdrawn, or that suitable apology 
for it be made. You will at the sume time inform 
| the Mexican government that you can hold no inter- 
course with it, except on such terms of courtesy and 
respect as are due to the honor and dignity of the 
| United States. 
, In regard to the threat that Mexico will consider 
the annexationof Texas to the U. States as equiva: 
/lent to a declaration of war, you were certainly right 
to offer no explanation whatever. Should the sub- 
ject, however, be again brought to your attention in 
/a proper manner, you will say that you are not in 
| possession of the views of your government ia rela- 
| tion to it: you may intimate, however. if the occasion 
should justify it, that, as the independence of Texas 
}has been acknowledged, not only by the U. States, 
but also by ail the other principal powers of the 
world, most of whom have established diplomatic 
relations with her, she 1s to be regarded as an inde- 
pendent and sovereign power, competent to treat for 
herself; anias she has shaken off the authority of 
Mexico, and suecessfully resisted her power for 
eight years, the United States will not feel them- 
Selves under any obligation to respect her former re- 
lation with that country; that we should greatly re- 
gret any interruption of our friendly relations with 
| Mexico, and do not design to do any thing of which 
she can justly complain: that if war should ensue 
Mexico herself wili be the aggressor, and will alone 
| be responsible for all the evils which may attend it; 
and that in the mean time the United States wall 
pursue the policy which their honor and their inter- 
lest require, taking counsel only of their own sense 
of what is due to themselves and to other nations. 








The order of the Mexican government prohibiting 
the importation of ceriain articles of merchandise, 


cles already imported. unless they shall be disposed 
of in one year, is beyond all doubt, in violation of 
the spirit of our treaty with that country. 


| 

| i ‘ . : 
If so, it | and subjecting to forfeiture the same and other arti- 

| 


i 


It is, to 


on the part of a government which professes to fee] 


}a sincere desire to cultivate friendly relations and to | 


| hold a liberal intercourse with other countries. So 


[do not perceive that it violates the treaty. The 
third article of the order which sunjects to forfei- 
ture, afler a prescribed time, goods already on hand, 





Where the language is as explicit as that used in 
the first portion of the third article of the treaty, 
there can be no occasion to go beyond it, and to in 

uire what guaranties and concessions are secured | 
to other nations. If it were otherwise, and a case | 
were to occur not thus clearly provided for it migt: 
then be necessary to inquire whether the right dis- 
puted had been conceded to any other nation; and 1 
go, then to claim the same under the paragraph se 
curing equal privileges with the most favored nations. 

Nor does the undersigned find any mitigation of the 
act, nor any alleviation of the sufferings of his coun- 
trymen from its effects, from the consideration thai 
all other foreigners suffer equally; no more than if, in: 
reply to a complaint that fifty of his countrymen had 
been, in violation of all law and justice, decapitated, 
he should be told thatthe same number of Englishme:, 
and Frenchmen had suffered a like fate. 

The undersigned would in conclusion, most respect 
fully express the hope that, upon further reflectio 
upon the subject, the order in question may be coun 
termanded, and the many inconveniences which wil: 
certainly flow from it be thus avoided. 

The undersigned renews to your excellency the as- 
sirances of lis most distinguised consideration. 

WADDY THOMPSON. 

His excellency Jose M. pe Bocanecra, 


ture goods lawfully imported, unless they shall be 


| sold or shipped within one year, is a manifest viola- 


‘ion of the liberty of trade secured by the treaty.— 
Itsubjects American merchants to liabilities which 
were never contemplated, and utterly destroys the 
trade which the treaty was intended to secure. It is 
a fraud upon the American merchant. The treaty 
authorized and invited him to fill his warehouse with 
imported goods, and as soon as he lias done so, they 
are subjected to forfeiture by an ex post facto decree, 
vith the conditions of which it may aud probably 
will be impossible for him to comply. 


it will 
be proper for you, therefore, to complain of the ili- 
beral character of the whole order, and to protest, 
in the strongest manner, against the provisions of the 
fourth section of it. Any loss or injury which citi- 
zens of the United States may sustain from any pro- 
ceeding under that section will be ground for recla- 
mation against the ‘Mexican government. 


| am very anxious to know what progress has been 
made towards geome suitable arrangements for the 
vurther adjustment of American claims. | hope that 
you will be able to conclude a convention which will 
secure justice to our citizens, ibis has already been 





Minister of foreign relations, &c. 


too long delayed, to the great injury of all of them. 


Your letter to Mr. de Bocanegra, in reply to that 


|tainly in no respect too spirited or positive. The ot Renetes prontpt attention. 


say the leastof it, a very extraordinary proceeding | 


The United | 
States will by no means submit to such injustice. and 
'so plain an infraction of treaty stipulations. 


In the transaction of business with that government 
it will be proper to present, as soon as possible, your 
ultimatum, and to insist on a direct and positive an- 
swer. Demanding nothing but wnat is strictly right, 
there can be no reason why our just demands should 
While this govern. 
ment is not disposed to press that of Mexico with 


its concluding sentence, is highly offensive, and you peroeernery Rigor, H, paresives saecnag in any pend. 
would have been fully justified in requiring him to| -’S question which may not he easily adjusted by 


frank and candid discussion, with a sincere desire to 
do justice. Unreasonable delays are to met by an ur- 
gency on your part which shall show at once the 
disposition of the United States to render full and 
prompt justice to Mexico, and to insist on receiving 
like treatment from her. 

fam, sir, with great respect, your obedient ser. 
vant, A. P. UPSHUR. 

Wappy Tuompson, Esq., &c. 





[ Translation of the decree of the Mexican governmert, 
referred tu in the instructions of Mir. Upsaur to Mr. 
Tuompson, of the 20th October, 1843. ] 

VaLenTin Canatizo, general of division, governor, 

and commandant general of the department 
of Mexico. 

The following has been communicated, to me b 
the minister of finance, under date of the 14th in. 
Stant; 

His excellency the provisional president has been 
pleased to issue the following decree: 

Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, general of division, 
| benemerito of the country, and provisional president 
of the Mexican republic. to the inhabitants thereof: 
Be it known, that, desiring to protect the national 
industry by giving occupation and means of subsis- 
tence tothe needy class, and to bring into effect the 
many elements with which the republie abounds, 
using the faculties bestowed upon me by the seventh 
of the bases adopted in this city, and sanctioned by 
| the nation, [have thouzsht proper to decree as fol- 
| lows: : 
| Art. 1. The importation of the following articles 
into the republic is prohibiied, under pain of confis- 
| cation: 

[Here follows a long specification of the articles 
to be prohibited. | 


Art. 2. The prohibition set forth in the preeeding 
article shall bezin to have effect four months from 
the date of the publication of this decree in the ca- 
| pital of the republic, with regard to all articles en- 
'tering the ports of the Mexican Gulf; and at the 
end of six months, for the ports of the South Sea, the 
Gulf of California, and the seaports of Upper Cali- 
fornia. 

Art. 3. The articles now on hand, which could 
| never have been legally introduced into the republic, 
shall be disposed of or reshipped within six months; 
after which time, all those found in the siiops or stores 











far as the prohioition of future importation extends! shall be confiscated, their anouat being distribut- 


led to the informers and the seizors, according to the 
ltarifl! of confiscations; besides which, the hoiders of 
those articles inay be subjected to a tine of from ten 


‘the importation of which was never authorized,” | to three hundred dollars, t» be applied to the public 
probably does not involve any wrong or injustice; treasury, in the terms set forth by the laws. 
/out the fourth article, which subjects to like forfei- 


Art. 4. The space of one year is allowed for the 
consuaption or re-embarkation of the articles on 
hand, the importation of which ts prolubited by this 
decree; and,,at the end of that time, proceedings of 
the same nature as detailed in the next foregoing ar- 
ticle, will be adopted with regard to them. 

Art. 5. All agents or office ’s of the maritime cus- 
i tom houses, through wihicu it may be proved that 
lany of the above-enumerated articles have been in- 
troduced, shall be dismissed from their employment. 


Wherefore, I order that it be printed, published, 
circulated, and enforced. 
ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 
Incacro Trigvero, Secretary of the Treasury. 
National Palace qt Tacubaya, dugust 14 1343. 





—_—— 


GENERAL ALMONTE TO MR. UPSHUR. 
[ TRANSLATION. | 
MExican LzGaTIon, 

Washington, November 3, 1843. 
The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and munis- 
ter plenipotentiary of the Mexican republic, has the 
honor, by express order from his government, to ad- 
dress the honorable A. P. Upshur, secretary of stale 
of the United States, for the purpose of making 
known to him, sv that he may be pleased to eummu- 
cate it to his excellency the president, that the Mex- 
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ican government has well grounded reasons to be-| 
jiege that, in the approaching session of the general | 
congress of the United States, the question as to the | 
annexation of a part of its territory to that of the | 
United States will be discussed; and that such a 
measure, if carried into effect, cannot be considered | 
by Mexico in any other aspect than as a direct ag- 
gression. 


From what has been said, the secretary of state 
will have seen that reference is here made to the de- 
partment of Texas, an integrant part of the Mexican | 
republic; and the undersigned would consider himself) 
as questioning the understanding of the secretary of | 
state if te should proceed to,demonstrate the rights | 





+ 7 > «| , ; id © t. 
of his government to the above mentioned depart. | ; | 
For the same reason, he will confine himself | on the part of a branch of this government, which 


ment. 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGIS 


ed to declare war so soon as it receives information 
of such an act. General Almonte is pleased to con- 
clude his communication with the expression of a 
hope that. this government will employ. atthe proper 
time, all the means in its power to frustrate the said 
plan, thus saving its good name and displaying prom- 
inently the principles which ought to characterize a 
government free, enlightened, and just in its politi- 
cal transactions. 

As General Almonte has made no inquiry of the 


undersigned as to the facts upon which his letter is | 


founded, it is prestimed that the Mexican government 
is entirely satisfied with the information it has alrea- 
dy received, particularly as that information has been 


deemed sufficient to justify the imputation of designs, 
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question will, in some manner, be agitated in its bo- 
dy; that it will afford material for discussion, (discus- 
ion,) for which. as the secretary of state well knows, 
it will be sufficient that a petition be presented, or 
that some member should make a proposition to the 
eflect in congress, for a discussion to take place, even 
though it were for no other object than to admit or 
reject such a proposition. This is what the under- 
signed and his government have said; and, in order 
that the secretary of state may see that what has 
been said by both is not without foundation, it will be 
| sufficient for the undersigned, withont need of refer- 
/ence to other circumstances in proof, to cite the ex- 
‘position on the subject of the annexation of Texas, 
| made on the 3d of March last by thirteen members, 
‘among whom is found the respectable name of the 


















simply to reminding the secretary of state of the ex- are characterized as highly unworthy, and which | Hon. John Quincy Adams, ex president of this re- 
‘tence 0° a ipakte by which the United States of| General Almonte has thought fit to denounce in terms | public, 


J ‘ ‘ ” } 4 a) , 
America acknowledges the sovereignty of Mexico | quite as strong as diplomatic courtesy will allow.— | 


rn 


lhe undersigned, therefore, does not feel that he is | pe 


over the said territory; and although subsequently | 


Since that time, articles have been constantly ap- 
aring in the newspapers of the south, and especial- 


Texas, in consequence of a revolution, excited, as| called on either to admit or to deny the design im- jy in the official journal of the government, in favor 
puted to the congress of the United States by the | of the annexation of Texas; respecting which, the 


this country, proclaimed its independence, and this | S°vernment of Mexico, even if he can be presumed Jatter paper has gone so far as to say, that it (the an- 


every one knows, by citizens who emigrated from 


independence was unexpectedly acknowledged by 
the United States of America, the government of the 
undersigned immediately protested against such re- 
cognition, and declared that it would not in any way 
affect the rights of Mexico. 


This the undersigned, in consideration of the rea- | 


sons above exposed, and relying on the good judg: 
ment and enlightened patriotism of the next gene- 
ral congress of the Union, not Jess than on the inte- 
grity of the worthy magistrate who now presides 
over the destinies of this republic, trusts that, for the 
sake of justice and of the friendly relations of two 
adjoining nations, which have so long existed in 
peace, the design above indicated will not be carried 
effect, but will rather be regarded with indignation 
by the legislative body. But if, contrary to the hopes 
and wishes entertained by the government of the un- 
dersigned for the preservation of the good under- 
standing and harmony which should reign between 
the two neighboring and friendly republics, the U. 
States should, in defiance of good faith and of the 
principles of justice which they have constantly pro- 


claimed, commit the unheard of act of violence [in-| 


audito atentado—the expression is much stronger than 
the translation] of appropriating to themselves an 


integrant part of the Mexican territory, the under- | 


signed, in the name of his nation, and now for them, 
protests, inthe most solemn manner, against such an 


aggression: and he moreover declares, by express or- | 

Ss ’ , J t } 

der of his government, that, on sanction being given | 

by the executive of the Union to the incorporation of | 
f 


Texas into the United States, he will consider his 
mission ended, seeing that, as the secretary of state 
will have learned, the Mexican government is re- 
solved to declare war so soon as it receives informa- 
tion of such an act. 


The undersigned flatters himself, nevertheless, | 
with the idea that the circumstances which have oc- | 
easioned this note will disappear completely, and that 


the government of the honorable secretary of state 


of the United States of America will employ, atthe | 








to know’any thing upon the subject. 





inexation) is of such importance that the individual or 


As to the threat. of war, made in advance in the | individuals who may contribute the most to effect an ob- 
name and by the express order of the Mexican go- jectso advantageous for the Union, and so anxiously de- 
vernment, the undersigned reminds General Almonte | sired by the Texians, will receive the applouse of the 
that it is neither the first northe second time that country, now and hereafter. 
Mexico has given the same warning to the United these expressions may have been written without the 
| States under similar circumstances. The undersign- knowledge of the secretary of state, and the under. 


It is very possible that 


ed had hoped that the manner in which these threats | signed desires to believe it so; but, in truth, presump- 


; 
} 


Tri 4 
| which they are regarded by that of the United States 


have heretofore been received and treated, had clear- , tions indicate the contrary. 
‘ly shown tothe Mexican government the light in | 


The secr€@tary of state, moreover, seems to consid- 


- er it strange that the governinent of the undersigned 
ae nw y wv a¢ at ac sa Ne . 
The undersigned has now ony tu a ld, that as his £9- should not have hitherto made any 


ny inquiry of himas 


| vernment has not, in times past, done any thing in- to the facts upon which his protest is founded; thus 
| conistent with the just claims of Mexico, the presi- | giving it to be understood that he is ignorant of any 


|dent sees noreason to suppose that congress wil 


| 


government. ‘The presiden 


power. 


project being entertained (entre manos—in hand) for 


suffer its policy to be affected by the threats of that the annexation of Texas to the U States. or that it 


’ 


49°¢ x aie Ww. > - . : \ . 
, an t has full reliance on the is in contemplation (se tvala) to submit such a ques- 
wisdom and justice of congress, and cannot antici- | tion to the deliberations of the ensuing congress.— 
« ny Qcir rh} "1c wht co ¢ a at ° ‘ a ° : 
pate that any occasion will arise to forbid his hearty | The undersigned would highly value a formal decla- 
co-operations In whatever policy that body may ration to that effect on the part of the secretary of 
choose to pursue either towards Mexico or any other 


* state, in order to be able to transmit it without delay 
to his government, as it would show, in a most un- 


In conclusion. the undersigned reminds General ;equivocal manner, that if any one in the United 


Almonte that this government is under no necessity | States be engaged in machinations (maguire) against 
to learn from that of Mexico what is due to its own the integrity of the Mexican territory, the executive 


honor or to the rights of other nations. 
fore quite unnecessary that General Almonte, in hi 


cipate. 


It is there- of that Union is entirely ignorant of it. The under. 


s signed can assure the secretary of state thatsuch a 


future communications to the department, should , declaration would be highly important and satisfac- 
admonish this government either to respect its duties tory for his government, and that it would contribute 
or to take care of its reputation in any contingency effectually to preserve unalterable the relations of 
which the Mexican government may choose to anti- friendship which actually exist between the two 


countries. In fine, the protest which the under- 


The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to signed has made has been conditional; that is to say, 


offer General Almonte renewed assurances of his. it applies to the case in which the government of the 


high consideration. A. P. UPSHUR. 
| Brigadier General Don J. N. Amonre, &c. 
GENERAL ALMONTE TO MR. UPSHUR: 
| [{ TRANSLATION. | 

| Washington, November 11, 1843. 


United States should, contrary to the expectations of 
‘the Mexican government, unfortunately carry into 
|execution the act against which the protest is di- 
rected. 

The second misunderstanding consists in the sup- 
position that the undersigned has meant to point out 


| 
| 


‘ ° ry rperote 7 r et. > ic rer > 77 
The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minis- | to the secretary of state or his government in what 


proper times, all the meansin its power to frustrate | ter plenipotentiary of the Mexican republic, had the | Manner they (it) should fulfil their (its) duties, and 


the said plan, thus saving its own good name, and dis-| honor to receive the answer which the Hon. Mr. A. | 
playing prominently the principles which ought to| p, Upshur, secretary of state to the United States, 


take care of their (its) reputation. ‘The undersign- 
ed has taken upon himself no such office. What he 


characterize a government free, enlightened, and! was pleased to make to his note of the 3d instant, re- | has set forth in his note is the hope which animates 
. 4° fo. ‘es e } I s. ¢ . ) } 2 ‘eS , To I. » } ; 


just in its political transactions. 
The undersigned repeats to the secretary, &e. 
J. N. ALMONTE, 
Hon. A. P. Upsuur, 
Sceretary of State of the United States. 


i : ; : 
ithe United States of America. 


From the tenor of that answer, the undersigned has 
seen with regret that the Hon. Mr. Upshur, secret: 


that gentleman against the annexation of Texas to | !t (the note) would disappear, and that the govern. 


iment of the honorable secretary of state would em- 
ploy at the proper times all the means it its power 
to frustrate the project of the annexation, thus sav- 
ing its own good name, and displaying prominently 
the principles which ought to characterize a govern- 


i- 

































MR. UPSHUR TO GENERAL ALMONTE. 
DeparTMent or Srare, 
Washington, November 8, 1843. | 

The undersigned, secretary of state of the United 
States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of | 
the letter which General Almonte, envoy extraordi- | 
nary and minister plenipotentiary of the Mexican) 
republic, did him the honor to address to him on the | 
3d instant. 

General Almonte informs the undersigned that he 
has it in express order from his government to make | 
known to the undersigned, so that it may be commu.- | 
nicated to the president, that the Mexican govern- 
ment has well-grounded reasons to believe that, in 
the approaching session of the general congress of, 
the United States, the question as to the annexation 
of a part of its terrritory to the United States will be 
discussed; and that such a measure, if carried into 
effect, cannot be considered by Mexico in any other 
aspect than as a direct aggression. General Almonte 
further informs the undersigned, by express order of 
his government, that, on sanction being giving by the 
executive of the Union tothe incorporation of Texas 
into the United States, he will consider his mission 


| ry of state has fallen into two grave errors, (equivo- | 
r caciones—misunderstandings,) occasioned, possibly, | 
- by some error committed in the translation which has 


ended, seeing that the Mexican government is resoly-' 


been made of his note. 

The first of these misunderstandings consists in 
supposing that the government of the undersigned | 
imputes to one of the supreme powers of the Ame- | 
rican Union unworthy views or designs with regard | 
to the territory of Texas. The Mexican government | 
has cast no such imputation—quite the contrary; it 
has manifested its reliance on the circumspection | 
and good judgment of the American congress. In-| 
deed, how could it have anticipated (foreseen) the | 
conduct of the legislative body, when that body has | 
not yet been assembled? What the undersigned and 
his government have said is, that the Mexican govern- | 
ment has well grounded reasons to believe that, in the ap- | 
proaching session of the general congress of the United | 
States, the question as to the annexation of a part of its 
territory ( Texas ) to the United States will be discussed, 
(se tratara. ) Here it is clearly seen that neither the 
undersigned nor his government have said that con- 
gress will take up (tratara) the subject of the an- 
nexation of Texas, but that the subject of the an- 
nexation of Texas will be discussed in its sessions, 
(en sus sesiones se tratara;) that is to say, that this 


' 








‘honorable seeretary of state, then, h 


ment free, enlightened, and just in its political trans- 
actions.” Nothing more is here manifested than a 
desire, a hope, (or expectation.) Whence could the 

igve drawn the 
inference that the undersigned meant to admonish 
his government as tothe course which it should 
pursue? (el maneio que debe observar.) Does not the 
secretary of state see that the undersigned has done 
no more than second the desires of the American 
people, who wish their country to be conducted in 
the path of honor, justice, and reason? 


The undersigned, therefore, does not know to what 
to attribute the not very decorous language (lengua 
poco decorosa) which the honorable secretary of state 
has employed in saying that the observations (iniad- 
verlencias—warnings) of the undersigned are unne- 
cessary in the communications which he may in 
future address to the department of state, and in de- 
claring that the government of the United States is 
under no necessity to learn from that of Mexico 
what is due to its own honor or to the rights of other 
nations. 


he undersigned has also observed, with regret, 
that the honorable secretary of state, in the conclu- 





























Ses enw 
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sion of his abovementioned note, declares that his spection and- good judgment of congress” to defeat 
government has not, in time past, done any thing in- any ‘“‘unworthy views or designs with regard to the 
consistent with the just rights of Mexico. The un- territory of Texas,” it would seem that his interpo- 
dersigned is grieved to be obliged to think far other- | sition could not have been necessary. even in hisown 
wise; and, although he might on this occasion de- | view of the case. He either did or did not anticipate 
monstrate the injuries which his country has received |a movement onthe part of congress more serious 
from the United States, he will dispense with doing | than a simple discussion of the measure in question. 
so, because his intention is not to revive old circum- | If he did, then the undersigned has not misunderstood 
stances of difference, nor to irritate feelings, but to | him; if he did not, then the denunciation of war was 
reconcile and tranquilize them as much as possible. | wholly gratuitous and unnecessary, because it was 
In conclusion, the undersigned considers it his duty ade on a contingency which he himseif did not 
(se cree en cl caso) to repeat to the secretary of state, mean to say wag even probable. 
in erder that he may be pleased to communicate it} Whether the Mexican minister did or did not, in 
to his excellency the president, that neither he nor his his Jetter of the 3d of November, mean to impute to 
government have intended, and that it should not | this government, or some part of it, the design to an- 
have been supposed that they would have intended, nex Texas to the Union, the undersigned cannot un- 
to cast imputation (agraviar) upon the legislative | stand him as meaning any thing else in his explana. 
body, and much less to admonish the exccutive as to tory letter of the 11th. He avows his suspicion of 
its duties. His desires have tended solely to the|such a design in his attempt to show that he was 
maintenance of the peace and harmony which ought | justified in entertaining that suspicion; and he does 
to subsist between two neighboring and friendly na- | this in the very passage of his letter in which he en- 
tions; and though the undersigned has declared, by | deavors to prove that the undersigned erred in attri- 
express order of his government, that war will be | buting such a suspicion to him. Why else does he 
the inevitable consequence of the annexation of | refer to tie exposition made by Mr. Adams and oth- 
Texas to the United States, he certainly hgs not done | er members of congress on the 3d of March last, to 
so with the object of intimidating the government or | the articles in public newspapers, and particularly to 
the honorable secretary of state, but with the view | those which appeared in that which he styles the 
of showing how far Mexico would carry her resist- | journal of the government? He declares that these 
ance to an annexation of thatnature. And, in truth, | proofs are altogether suflicient for him, and that he 
the honorable secretary of state should not regard | has no need to refer to other circumstances which, 
this as any other than a very natural feeling; and it | in his opinion, authorize the same conlusion. 
is most clear that, if Mexico or any other power 
should attempt to anproprate to herself portion ef] stexican minister, bythe presumption, which he 
not consent to it without first appealing to arms. thinks the circumstances of the case justify, that tbe 
whatever might be the result to wich the fortune |2*tcles of which he complains as obnoxious, oe: 
yp might subject a which appeared in the ‘journal of the government,” 
~ pale . were published with the knowledge of the under- 
The 8 rcp has the honor to pone Sp “ signed. ‘The Mexican minister may not be aware 
po ie, SRC te ai of his very high and | i134 in the United States there is no journal of the 
is : government. If he had known this, he would not 
probably have thought it necessary to allude to the 
presumed agency or connivance of the American 
secretary of state in those publications. 
The undersigned adverts to this part of the Mexi- 
DEPARTMENT OF Srare, can minister’s letter only to show that he has not 
Washington, December 1, 1842. misunderstood the Mexican minister in this particu- 
The undersigned, secretary of state of the United | lar. He does not complain that the government of 
States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the Jetter of the 11th November, addressed to him by | design to annex Texas to the Union; but he thinks 
General Almonte, minister plenipotentiary and en- ‘that it was due tothis government that inquiry should 
voy extraordinary of the Mexican republic, inreply |be made through the proper channels, and in a 
to the letter of the undersigaed of the Sih day of the i friendly and respectful spirit, whether this govern- 
same month. The minister cf Mexico informs the | ment really entertained such design or not. With- 
undersigned that he has seen with regret that the | out such previous inquiry, the denunciation of war, 
undersigned has fallen into two grave mistakes in| as the consequence of an attempt to carry them into 
regard to the meaning of the Mexican minister’s | execution, could not but be regarded as an unneces- 
letter of the 3d of November, which mistakes, he |sary threat. These designs were characterized by 
presumes, are the consequence of some error com- }the Mexican minister in terms of obloquy as strong 
mitted in the translation of that letter, made in this las the language of his country afforded. In the 
department. A suggestion of this sort, coming from | opinion of his government, at least, they were highly 
| 
} 
| 
| 





| 





This conclusion is fortified, in the opinion of the 


J. N. ALMONTE. 
Hon. A. P. Upsnur, Secretary of State. 





MR. UPSHUR TO GEN. ALMONTE. 





the minister of a nation whose language is different | discreditable to the United States; and yet, profess- 
from that of the United States, could not fail to put !ing to be satisfied with the proofs already vefore 
the undersigned upon careful inquiry as to the cor-|him, and without asking for any explanation, the 
rectness of it. The undersigned regrets that this has} Mexican minister, upon a mere suspicion, threaten- 
afforded him no reason to suppose that the language | ed war, in the name of his country, as the only ade- 
of the Mexican muinister’s letter admits of any more | quate mode of resisting so great an outrage upon her 
correct translation into English than that which it); rights. ‘This is an unusual course of proceeding, and 
nas received. If the true meaning of that leiter has | one to which the just self-respect of this governinent 
not been given, it may be owing to the difficulty | can by no means submit. Whether the suspicions of 
which always exists in giving in one Janguage all the | Mexico were well founded or not, it was due to this 
minute shades of meaning which may be found in| government that she should not take it for granted 
the idiomatic expressions of another. Be that as it| that the United States meditated an encroachment 


may, the undersigned does not hesitate to take the | upon her rights, real or supposed, great enough to’ 


Mexican minister’s interpretation of his own lan- | justify so extreme a measure of retaliation as a de- 
guage, as given in his letter to which this is a reply; claration of war. 

but he is, atthe same time, compelled to declare Th 
that he does not see, even in this interpretation, in 
What respect he has misunderstood the Mexican 
minister. 


e undersigned regrets that he is equally unable 
to perceive, from the Mexican minister’s explana- 
tions, that he has bees misunderstood in the second 
particular specified by him. ,In his letter of the 3d 
The first mistake into which the Mexican minister | November, he expresses the hope, which animates 
asserts that the undersigned has fallen isin supposing | him, “that the circumstances which have occasioned 
that the government of Mexico “imputes to one of! it (the letter) would disappear, and that the govern- 
the supreme powers of the American Union un-| ment of the honorable secretary of state would em- 
worthy views or designs with regard to the territory | ploy, at the proper times, all the means in its power 
of Texas;” and the Mexican minister now expressly | to frustrate the project of the annexation; thus sav- 
declares that ‘the Mexican government has cast no! ing its own good name, and displaying prominently 
such imputstion—quite the contrary: it has manifest-| the principles which ought to characterize a govern- 
ed its reliance on the circumspection and good judg- | ment free, enlightened, and just in its political trans- 
mentof the American congress.” If this be so, the | actions.”” Quoting these words, he now informs the 
undersigned is quite at a loss to know why the Mex- | undersigned that ‘nothing more is here manifested 
ican minister sould have considered it necessary to | than a desire, a hope, (or expectation;”) and he fur- 
denounce war as the consequence of the anticipated | ther says that, in expressing this hope, he has done 
action of the American congress. If, as he now de-| no more than “second the desires of the American 
clares, (and as of course he must be understood,) he | people, who wish their country to be conducted in 
meant only to say that the subject of the annexation | the path of honor, justice, and reason.” Does not 
of Texas to this Union would be proposed and in| the Mexican minister know that the mere expression 
some manner agitated or discussed in the American | of a hope may be very offensive? Does he not per- 
congress, and if, as he also declares, he meant to ex- | ceive that when Mexico expresses the hope that the 
press the “reliance of his government on the circum-! United States will act in such a manner as to saye 


Mexico suspects that this government entertains a | 


their good name, in a given case, a doubt is implied 
whether they will doso or not?) And when he tells 


is necessary to ‘save the good nae” of the United 
States, how can he be otherwise understood than as 
pointing out to the secretary of state or his wovern- 
ment in what manner they should fulfil! their Quties 
and take care of theirreputation? It is not peresjy. 
ed that he improves his position, when he tells the 
undersigned that in all this he (the Mexican minister) 
does nothing more than ‘second the desires of the 
American people, who wish their country to be con- 
ducted in the path of honor, justice, and reason.” 
Surely he must have known that the American peo- 
ple are themselves the .conductors of their country, 
and that their government is but the expression of 
their will. 


In replying thus far to the Mexican minister’s note 
of the 11th ultimo, the undersigned has had no other 
object than to vindicate his construction of the Mex. 
ican Minister’s letter of the 3d, and at the same time 
to intimate his expectation that he will not be ad- 
dressed in language susceptible of a construction 
discourteous towards his country or government. So 
far as the Mexican minister has disclaimed the con. 
struction which the undersigned felt himself com- 
pelled to place upon the last mentioned note, the un- 
dersigned receives the disclaimer. He does not de. 
sire to subject the Janguage of the Mexican minister 
to captious criticism; and he would fain indulge the 
hope that in the future. correspondence between 
himself and the Mexican minister there may be no 
room for misconstruction or complaint on either 
side. 


The Mexican minister informs the undersigned 
that he would be pleased to receive from him a for- 
mal disavowal of any purpose, on the part of the 
American government, to annex ‘l’exas to the Union. 
The Mexican minister must be aware that itis not 
in the power of the undersigned to give any such disa- 
vowal, so far as the congress of the United States is 
concerned; and he cannot fail to perceive that, con- 
sidering the attitude which Mexico has chosen to 
assume, such a disavowal on the part oi the presi- 
dent cannot be reasonably expected, whatever his 
views and intentions may be. It is due, however, to 
| the frankness, which it is the desire of the United 
| States to disnlay in all their dealings with other 





|countries, that the undersigned should make to the 
‘Mexican minister the following explicit declaration: 


| Near eight years have elapsed since Texas declar- 


ed her independence. During all that time Mexico 

‘has asserted her right of jurisdiction and dominion 
|over that country, and has endeavored to enforce it 
‘by arms. Texas has sueceesfuily resisted all such 
}attempts, and has thus afforded ample proof of her 
\ability to maintain her independence. ‘This proof 
|has been so satisfactory to many of the most eonsi- 
derable nations of the world, that they have formally 
acknowledged the independence of Texas and estab- 
lished diplomatic relations with her. Among these 
}nations the United States are included; and indeed 
they set the example which other nations have fol- 
lowed. Under these circumstances, the United States 
regard Texas as inal respects an independentnation, 
fully competent to manage its own atlairs, and pos- 
sessing all the rights of other independent nations.— 
The government of the United States, therefore, 
will not consider it necessary to consult any other 
nation in its transactions with the government ol 
Texas. The Mexican minister expresses his regret 
at the declaration of the undersigned that ‘this go- 
vernment has not in time past done any thing incon- 
sistent with the just rights of Mexico; and he de- 
clares at the same time that he thinks far otherwise, 
and that he could, if his intentions were not rather 
to soothe than to irritate, demonstrate the injuries 
which his country has received from the United 
States. The undersigned assures the Mexican min- 
ister that, while he is wholly unconscious of any 
reason which Mexico has for cowplaint against his 
government, he will receive with -pleasure any re- 
presentation which the Mexican niinister may think 
that he has cause to make; and; far from considering 
it matter for irritation or excitement, he will be pre- 
pared to examine it impartially, and to discuss It 
respectfully and calmly. And he further assures 
the Mexican minister that it is ard ever has been the 
earnest desire of this government to do full justice 
to Mexico in every respect whatever; of which It 
will give proof, as it has already given proof, when- 
ever the Mexican minister may choose to make 
known the grievances of which his government 
complains. 

The undersigned avails himself of this oceasion to 
offer the Mexican minister renewed assurances of 
his very distinguished consideration. 

A. P. UPSHUR. 








Brig. Gen. Don J. N. Atmonte, &e. 
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TWENTY-EIGIUTH CONGRESS, | ing all the correspondence which has taken place in re- | 


Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
spect to each of said funds between the treasury depart- | communicate to the senate answers to the following in- 
ment and any officer or department of the said state of | quines: “hy 
Mississippi. it Ist. Was the board of commissioners, authorized and 

After an executive session, the senate adjourned. | provided for by the 17th article of the Cherokee treaty of 
1835-36 dissolved in the spring of 1839 by order of the 


FIRST SESSION. 








SENATE. 


December 14. Mr. Huntington presented a me- 








DecemBer 19. Mr. Merrick presented a petition 


morial from John Ward and Co., of New York, pray-| from workmen of the Washington navy yard, pray- 
ing indemnity for losses sustained by a withdrawal ing government to take early steps to provide for 


war department, or did it adjourn, having completed the 
business of the commission? Was it organized in Sep- 
tember, 1842, and at whose instance? Where has it 






. . - . ] : 29 € , AV, of 2) > iY ? 

of a portion of government loan. Referred to the| the payment of work which will have to be perform- a gat gay rag ey long - — rete 

committee on finance. ed and for which there is now no appropriation. nay ews Rana perp Ena waa de I ph sani of said 
Mr. Atherton presented resolutions from the legis-| The tariff. Mr. McDuffie on leave introduced the Wxsapdng wa! + Sees aint nial 


> mdr Ros : board, including salaries and other incidental charges?— 
Jature of New Hampshire in favor of abolishing the | following: Mie | What was the cost of the government of the former 
Academy at West Point. Be it enaeted, That so much of the existing law | board, and how long was itin session? What were the 


Mr. Fulton presented a memorial from the general | imposing duties upon foreign imports as provides that | jnstructions given by the war department to the new 
assembly of Arkansas asking the establishment of a} duties ad valorem on certain commodities shall be | board at and after its organization as to its business and 
naval depot at or near Memphis, Tennessee. assessed upon an assumed minimum value, be and | jurisdiction? a gee ‘ 

Various memorials were presented and notices! the same is hereby repealed; and that said duties} 2d. When the board first organized ee ret 1836 
given of bills proposed to be introduced. | be hereafter assessed on the true value of such com- were not the funds vg he pe . tole 1e Aiices inn 

Mr. Bates introduced a bill to refund the balance | modities. | create placed in the hands of a ie psig, “db ty he 

due the state of Massachusetts for disbursements dur-| Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in all cases Peron tpt alryph atine, HRs game mn eure sot seid Lg 
; a - <p mb “tana ‘board, and were not payments so made in many In- 
ing the last war with England. | in which the existing duties upon any imported com- | grances? 
Mr. Barrow introduced a joint resolution directing | modity exceeds thirty per centum on the value there- | 34. What nmount of certificates were issued by the 
the secretary of war, to detail an engineer to survey | of, such duty shall be hereafter reduced to Uuirty per | old board and paid by the disbursing officers of the gov- 
and report upon the mouth of Red River so as to pre- | centum ad valorem. 'ernmen!? Were any of iis awards or decrees _ reversed 
serve its navigability, remove its bar, &e. Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and ‘or modified by the secretary of war or other officer? 

Mr. Breese subs(Qd a resolution inquiring why | after the 31st day of December next all duties upon |. 4h. Sire: the reorganization of the Cherokee board in 
the additional land uisizicts in Hlinois, Missouri, and | foreign imports shall be reduced to twenty-five per  DePtember, 1542, have the certificates mene ey tific 
Wiskonsan, had not been created, as was required | centum; and from and after the 31st December, 1844, MSOrers 00 nt Seren ern eee ee pos a 4 
by the act of 26th June, 1834. to twenty per centum ad valorem. | RES seston Ut See NN, BAO! Meee Sh ener ean 


; -“ . ‘exist inthe war depariment that the ceriificates issued 
On motion of Mr. Evans, the several topics of the; A motion was then made to refer the bill to the 'by the commissioners must be submitted to the secretary 




























president's annual message were referred to their) committee on finance. 


appropriate committees. 
The senate then adjourned. 








DecemBer 15. 


senate. 


Mr. King was of opinion, | 


He however | 


‘of war for allowance or rejection, and if any portion be 
that it was necessary to reduce the tariff for the sake | allowed it must be paid on a separate requisition issued 
of revenue, as the last year’s revenue was not suffi-| by him in such case? 
Mr. .ftchison presented a memo- | cient for the wants of government. 


If this be so the secretary will 
communica’e to the senate the law and authority by 


5th. What amount of claims was adjudicated and 


} J ay A : ’ ae ye Bas deh vn dios kh \forre YY is departme 
rial from the legislature of "Missouri asking for the | doubted the power of originating such bills in the ; W2'c% this power is Cenkerred upers hie Separinnens 


reorganization of the 2nd dragoons, also a memorial 


for the establis!iment of another military post on its, of the compromise act. He merely threw this out as | 
| a suggestion, and hoped some rule would be adopted | 


western frontier. 


This ground was taken here at the period | 


On motion of Mr. Morehead. four hundred addition- | in reference to action of this kind. | 


al copies of the pamphlet relating to the best mode | 


Mr. McDuffie said the senate was its own best au- | 


of preserving hemp, as contained in the secretary’s thority on this point, and had already decided that a 


report were ordered to be printed. 


| bill not to raise, but to reduce duties might originate | 


wit 


The follow ing bills were then introduced on leave, | with this body—and that no question was made in the 


read a first and second time, and referred. 


| house of representatives where he was in 1832, as 


By Mr. Huntington: a bill relating to the appoint- | to the senatorial power of originating such mea- 
ment of assistant postmaster general of the United | sures. 


States. | 


Mr. Evans would not oppose the reference though 


By Mr. Fulton: a bill allowing drawback upon fo- | he must say it was a step of doubtful propriety. He 
reign merchandise exported in the original packages | differed entirely from the senator from Ala. about 


to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, in Mexico. 


the present tariff, which, at the proper time he 


i paid by the former, and what amount has been adjndica- 


ted by the board now in existen.e?) What number and 
amount of awards made by the latier have been allowed 
and paid by the department, and what number have 
been disallowed or suspended? 
The resolution was agreed to. 
’n motion of Mr. Jarnagin— 
Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be and he 


hereby is directed to furnish a statement tothe senate of 


the amouut of money paid out of the treasury on certifi- 
cates issued by the board of commissioners appointed in 
September, 1842. under the seventh article of the Chero- 
kee treaty of 1835-6; the date when such payments were 
tmnade and whether such certificate were paid in whole 
or in part; and if paid only in par’, that he state by what 
authority and under what law any portion of the money 


By Mr. Porter: a bill to amend the act entitled ‘an | would take occasion to shew to be all sufficient for appearing to be due to the several claimants upon the face 


act to establish the northern bouadary line of the state | revenue. The bill was referred to the committee on | of said eertificates has been withheld. 


of Ohio,” &e. 
By Mr. Dayton: a bill definitively settling the claim | 
to the Pea Patch island. 


| finance. 


Exploring expedition. 


/ on leave, to grant further compensation to those en- | 


On motion, the senate went into executive session; gaged in this expedition. 


and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 


Mr. Colquitt, of Georgia, arose and announced the 


Mr. Foster introduced a bill to establish a navy yard 


Mr. Barrow’s resolution on the survey of the mouth 


| « ° "Ty. 
re-opened. (at or near Memphis in Tennessee. 


death of the member elect from that state, Col. John} of Red River was referred to the committee on com- | 
Mr. C. moved re- | merce. 


Miller, who died in October last. 
solutions of respect; which were adopted, and the | 
senate adjourned ti}] Monday next. 


} 
j 


Decemeer 18. The Pea Patch. 


After an executive session, the senate adjourned. 


Decemger 20. Mr. Barrow submitted resolutions 


settle the title to the Pea Pateh Island, in the river | a mounted regiment. 


Delaware. 
ing. | 
The tariff. Mr. McDuffie gave notice of his inten- 


Read and ordered to a second ner 
\ se | 
tion to bring in a bill to revive the compromise act, | 


Also, from the same source, asking that the fine 


imposed on Gen. Jackson may be refunded. 


Also, from the same, asking that an appropriatior 
may be made to remove the obstructions at the 


© 


and modifying the duties on imports im accordance | mouth of Red river, in Louisiana. 


with the spirit of that act. | 

Mr. Woodbury submitted the following: 

Resolved, ‘\ iat the secretary of the treasury report to | 
the senate the value of the imports of the year preced- | 
lug the Ist of October, 1843—disiirguishing those tree | 
from the others. Also, the value of exports during the | 
same period, distinguishing those of dumestic origin from 
the others; and, wiiere ihe returns are not complete 
for the last quarter, estimating the value as near as may 
be. 

Oregon. A resolution submitted by Mr. Benton on 
the 14th inst. was taken up and adopted, after having 
been slightly modivied so as to read: 

Resolved, ‘\'\jat the president of the United States be 
requested io cause to be communicated to the senate all 
the information and correspondence in the war depart- 
ment on the subject of the “inountain howitzer’? ob- 
tamed by Lieutenant Fremont from the Arsenal at Sr. 
Louis in May fast, and wken by him on the expedition to 
the Oregon. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson. 

Kesolved, ‘V\iat the secretary of the treasury be and 
hereby is directed to furnish the senate a statement show- 
lug what amount cf inoney is now due and unpaid to 
the state of Mississippi from the United States on ac- 
count of the two percent. find, the three per cent. fund, 
and the distibution fund arising from sales of the pub- 
l.c lands in said state. Also. the respective sums paid 
to said state on account of each of the several funds 
from Jaly, 1841, showing the several dates of payment, 
lo Whom poic, upon what order or authority, and exhibit-! 








Also, from the same, asking that some measures 
may be taken for the reduction of the expenses atten- 
dant upon the United States courts. 


Wm. Cost Johnson’s report on the 200 millions stock. | 3 


Mr. Woodbridge moved the printing of five hundred 
extras of this report. 

Mr. King objected that it was connected with the 
proceedings of the house. 

The president pro tem. stated that the motion was 
not in order. 

Mr. Woodbridge therefore submitted a resolution; 
which lies over one day. 

Hemp. Onmotion of Mr. Benton, 

Resolved; That the committee on naval affairs be di- 


rected to inquire into the expediency of establishing a | 


manufactory on the Mississippi river tor the purchase 
and manufacture of dumestic hemp for the use of the 
United States navy. 

Mineral lands. Mr. Breese submitted a resolution 
calling for various information from the war depart- 
ment respecting leases of lead mines in the mineral 
district of Illinois. 


Mr. Bayard introduced a bill, | 


On motion the senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

| Truernspay, Dec. 14. Mr. Adams addressed the 
house on the decease of the Hon. Barker Burnell, 
‘member elect from Massachusetts, and the house 
after adopting resolutions of respect, adjourned. 
Fripay, Dec. 15. Rules of the house. The house 
/resumed the consideration of the rules and orders of 
proceeding, the pending question being on agreeing 
to the following amendment proposed by Mr. Drom- 


Mr. Dayton from | of the legislature of Louisiana, asking that the Qd |goole: 
the committee on the judiciary, reported a bill to| regiment of dragoons may be reorganized and made | 


‘“Itshall net be in order for any member, under 

cover of a proposition to correct the journal, to 
‘move to spread on the journal any paper or docu- 
iment which the house has previously refused to re- 
| ceive or hear read. 
| ‘When motions are made to correct or amend the 
‘journal by the insertion of papers or documents 
| thereon, if the house shall not decide in favor of the 
| proposition, the matter proposed to be inserted shall 
'not be spread on the journal, notwithstanding the 
| yeas and nays may be entered on the journal.” 
° Mr. Collamer, of Vermont, spoke against the adop- 
ition of the rule as an attempt to qualify and limita 
| constitutional right, which cannot in such a way be 
| done. 

Mr. C. Johnson moved the previous question, thus 
cutting off by the speaker’s decision the amendmentof 
| Mr. Dromgoole. 

Mr. Dromgoole appealed from the speaker’s deci- 
sion, but the house sustained it. 

The demand for the previous question heing se- 
conded, the main question, on agreeing to the rules 
and orders of the last house of representatives, under 
such exceptions and with such amendments as had 
been adopted by this house, was taken and decided in 
| the affirmative. 

The effect of this vote is, that the rules and or- 
ders of the last house of representatives, excepting 
that portion of the 133d rule, which 1s contained in 


Cherokee claims. Mr. Jarnagin moved to take up|the following words: “But the house may, at any 


the resolution submitted by him some days since and 
laid on the table. ‘The motion having been agreed 


time, by a vote of a majority cf the members pre- 
sent, suspend the rules and orders for the purpose of 


to Mr. J. said that az the resolution as originally pre- | going into committee of the whole on the state of 


sented had been objected to by some senators as noi 


the union; and also of providing for the discharge of 





in strict accordance with the usage of the body, he | the committee from the consideration of any bill re- 


would substitute the following: 


ferred to it, after acting, without debate, on all 
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amendments pending and that may be offered;” were 
adopted as the rules and orders of this house until 
such time as the report of the committee of revisal, 
heretofore ordered to be appointed thereon, shall 


have been made and acted upun. 


Mr. Dromgoole gave notice that he would hereaf- 
ter introduce his amendment which had been cut off 


by the previous question. 


Mr. Giddings gave notice that on to-morrow, or on 
some subsequent day, he would move an amendment 


to the twenty-third rule. 

Which several notices were ordered to be entered 
on the journal. 

Duty on tea and coffee. Mr. Joseph R. Ingersoll, on 
Jeave given, introduced the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of introducing 
a bill to levy duues upon the importation of tea and coffee. 

Mr. J. R. Ingersoll also, on leave given, introduc- 
ed the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the president be requested to cause to 
be furnished to this house such information as may be 
on tile in any of the departments relative to the formation 
of a junction between the Atl ntie and Pacific oceans. 

The treasary report. Mr. McKay, chairman of the 
committee of ways and means, moved the printing 
of 10,000 extra copies of the annual report of the 
secretary of the treasury. Mr. Seymour moved to 
amend the motion by striking out 10,000 and insert- 
ing 15,000. The amendment was rejected, and the 
original motion was agreed to. : 

Mr. Stiles, of Ga., rose and addressed the house 
in obituary of the late John Mellen, member elect 
from Georgia. 

Resolutions of respect were adopted, and the 
house adjourned. 


Sarurpay, Dec. 16. The speaker announced the 
following members as composing the committee 
heretofore ordered to be appointed on the rules and 
orders of proceeding, viz: Messrs. Wise, Adams, 
Dromgoole, Beardsley, White, C. J. Ingersoll, J. W. 
Davis, Vinton, and &. Chapman. 

Congressional districts. Mr. 4. 7. Brown gave no- 
tice that he would on Monday next, or as soon there- 
ufter as practicable, introduce a bill to repeal so 
much of the actapportioning representatives amongst 
the severa! states, approved 25th June, 1842, as re- 
quires the members to which each state is entitled 
to be elected by districts. 

Ways and means. Mr. McKay, of N. C., (chair- 
ran of committee of ways and means,) moved that 
the report of the secretary of the treasury be refer- 
red to the committee of ways and means, except so 
much of it as relates tothe warehousing system and 


shlee ” : ‘ i a rer “Tt } *y¢ al 
the aging” a sates PR periment report! military road from Fort Leavenworth, west of the : 
Wee was oe ee cere ee ow ee ele ee we vere piamenah: state of Missouri, to the mouth of the Columbia ri- | 


mittees of commerce and public lands. 


unit, and as such ought to be referred to one com- 
mittee. It was unusual to refer one document to so 
many commiitees. 

Mr. Mckay, after some conversation with Mr. 
eIdams, withdrew his motion, and moved that the en- 


tire report be referred to the committee of ways and | 
; 


means. ‘The motion was agreed to. 
Chaplain. ‘The house, in pursuance of its order, 
preceeded to the election of chaplain, viva voce. 
The following gentlemen were nominated: Mr 
Strong nominated F. T. Tiflany, Episcopal. Mr. 
Henley nominated Wm. Al. Dailey, Methodist Protes- 
tant. 
Baptist. 
German Reformed. 
‘Tinsley, Baptist. Mr. 
minated S. G. Bulfinch, Unitarian. Mr. Cave John- 
son nominated A. A. Muller, Lutheran. 
On the first vote there was no choice. 
number of votes given were 184. 


The whole 











Mr. Adams thought that the treasury report was a | military posts on the same to give protection to the 
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for the present, to enable the resolution referred to of the departments, and supported his amend 


to be introduced. 

The question was taken, and the house, rejected 
the motion of Mr. Davis. 

A second vote for chaplain was then called for, 
and the following was the result: 


Whole number of votes. 183 
Necessary toa clicice 92 
Mr. Tinsley had 97 
Mr. Dailey had 26 
Mr. Tiffany 54 
Mr. Dodge 2 


The speaker declared that Mr. Tinsley had the num- 
ber of votes necessary to a choice and was elected. 

Petitions and memorials were then called for in the 
order of the states and territories. 

Mr. dams presented a memorial from N. York, 
asking that the people of thatstate may be absolved 
from all laws and obligations upon the subject of sla- 
very. 

The speaker stated that it came under the 21st 
rule, (at present the 23d) and therefore could not be 
received. 

Mr. dams said that memorials of a like charac- 
ter had been received and referred by the last con- 
gress, and he would show the speaker the precedents 
upon which he relied if the clerk would hand him 
the journal of proceedings. Mr. A. was about to 
do this, when Mr. Gilmer, of Va., moved an ad- 
journment, and the house then adjourned. 


Monpay, Dec. 18. .4imendment of the Constitution. 
Mr. Hunt submitted the following amendment to the 
constitution of the United States: 

Resolved. &c., (two-thirds of both houses concurting,) 
That the following amendment of the constitution of the 
United States be proposed to the several states, to be 
valid, toall intents and purposes, ns a part of said con- 
stitution when ratified by the legisiatures of three-fourths 
of the states, viz: 

‘**No person shall be hereafter eligible to the office of 
president of the United States who shall have been pre- 
viously elected to the said office, and who shall have ac- 
cepted the same or exercised the powers thereof.” . 

Navy yard at Memphis. Mr. Ashe gave notice of 
his intention to introduce to-morrow, or at a future 
day, a bill to establish a navy yard at the city of 
Memphis, in the state of Tennessee. 

Oregon Territory.— Mr. Hughes gave notice that he 
would on Wednesday next, or at some future day, 
introduce a bill for the organization of a territorial 
government to be called the Oregon Territory, and 
for other pnrposes. 

And also a bill to establish a port of entry at In- 
dependence, in Jackson, county, Missouri. 

And also a bill for surveying and constructing a 


ver, in the Oregon Territory, and for establishing 
emigrnats to said territory. 


Foreign languages. Mr. Bidlack moved that the 


| rulesof the house be suspended for the purpose of 
jenabling his colleague (Mr. Frick) to introduce the 


| 
| 


following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat ihe clerk be directed to procure in the 
German language 5,000 copies of the president’s mes- 
sage, for the use of the members of this house. 

And the rules having been suspended, and the re- 
solution being thus before the house—- 

Mr. Slidell moved to amend it by providing that 


| 1,000 copies of the same document should be print- 


Mr. Douglass nominated Henry W. Dodge, | ed in the French language. 
Mr. Duncan nominated Isaac Ketchum, | two thousand instead of one. 
Mr. Gilmer nominated isaac S.! the modification. 

King, of Massachusetts, no- | 


| 


| 
, pal resolution. 
Mr. Tiffany bad | 


Mr. Jameson suggested 
Mr. Slidell accepted 


Mr. Frick modified his resolution so as to read 
three thousand instead of five; and also accepted 
the proposition of Mr. Stlideli asa part of the origi- 


Mr. Wise was opposed to the resolution. It gave 


63; Mr. Dailey 34; Mr. Ketchum 9; Mr. ‘Tinsley 43;! signs of the introduction of a new vernacular tougue. 
Mr. Dodge 11; Mr. Bulfinch 14; Mr. Dewey 2; aud} It was true many of their constituents were Ger- 


Mr. Miller 3. 


fact, asked jeave to offer a resolution dispensing with | the public documents be printed. 


the services of chaplaim during the present session. 


‘The speaker said the election of chaplain took | 
place undera joint resolution of the two houses, | 
which resolution had been agreed to by this house. root. 
The house was now in the process of execuling its{ the Cherokee language. 


| mans and French, but the English was the language 
Mr. Pettit, of Indiana, on the annunciation of that| of the country, aud in that language alone should 


| 
} 
| 
i 


When would this 
stop? In the end the public documents and records 
would be printed in as many tongues as were spoken 
inthe country, if this innovation was allowed to take 
Gentlemen might as well propose to print in 
‘There were many inhabi- 


own order on the subject; and, in the opinion of the| tants whotook an interest in public affairs, who un- 
chair, the matter could only be reached now by a} derstood no other language, and it would be just as 


vote of reconsideration. 

Mr. Pettit expressed his desire to introduce a re- 
solution that the pay of the chaplain should be de- 
ducted from thatof the members; in order that the 
inembers might pay for their own preaching, and not 
tle people. 

The speaker said the proposition would not be in 
order. 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, moved that further action 
on the question of election of chaplain be postponed 


} 





proper to print for their benefit and edification. 

Mr. Holmes remarked that there were two kinds of 
Dutch, one the pure German, the other the low 
Dutch. He wished toknow of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania which language he proposed to adopt. 
The only Germans in his district were low Dutch, &e. 

Mr. Frick, and Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, and Mr. Smith, 
of Illinois, spoke in support of the resolution. 

Mr. Ramsey, of Pennsylvania, moved to amend 
the resolution, by including the reports of the heads 





ment 
by some remarks. 

Mr. Murpiy, of N. Y., said he wished to offer ano- 
ther amendment, to print also in the Low Dutch, 
Gentlemen had spoken about the variety of langu- 
ages in use in the country, and the advantages to the 
nation of the portion of our inhabitants who spoke 
those languages. He thought the low Dutch ought 
not to be overlooked—their language was a melli- 
fluous one and they were as much entitled to have 
their wishes consulted in this matter as those who 
spoke the pure Dutch. 

Mr. Brinkenhoff, of Ohio, said the gentleman from 
New York claimed to speak because he came from 
the Jand of the Knickerbockers. He (Mr. B.) had a 
better right than that gentleman to be heard, because 
he was a Knickerbocker himself. He opposed the 
proposition of the gentleman from New York, as one 
intended to throw burlesque upon the subject. 

Mr. Beardsley opposed the resolution. It was just 
as proper to print in the French, the Spanish, the 
Italian, &c., as in German. The Germans, he be. 
lieved, were good citizens; bnt the English was the 
language of the country, and the Germans should 
acquire it. The documents would Le printed in the 
German newspapers, andin that form would reach 
this class of persons. 

Mr. Barnard, of New York, said, in opposing the 
resolution, that we should preserve the language we 
derived from our ancestors. He was opposed to do- 
ing any thing, calculated to introduce distinct and 
separate interests and feelings among the population 
of ourcountry. Whena foreigner emigrated here 
he desired to see him identifying himself, not only 
with the country, but with its language also. We 
should be a homogeneous people. But a small por- 
tion of the people could not read English, who could 
read atall. If the views of gentlemen were carried 
out, should a member be elected to this house, who 
could not read the English language,-it would be ne- 
cessary to conduct the proceedings in two languages. 

Mr. Wise moved to Jay the resolution and amend- 
ments on the table. 

The resolution and amendments were laid upon 
the table by a vote of 87 yeas (the speaker voting in 
afiirmative,) to 86 nays. 

The tariff. Mr. Rhett asked leave to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read for information: 

Resolved, 'Vhat the committee of ways and means do 
inquire as soon as practicable into the expediency of re- 
porting a bill repealing the tariff act passed in the year 
1842, and an Jieu thereof impusing a maximum rate «f 
duty of twenty per cent. ad valorem on imports, dir- 
criminating between this maximum in the duues import: 
ed on the principle of producing revenue only. 

Objection being made, Mr. R. moved that the 
rules be suspended for the purpose of enabling him 
jto offer the resolution, and remarked that he was 
| desirous of introducing the resolution, in consequnce 
|of the resolution offered on a former day by a gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. J. R. Ingersoll,) re- 
sponding, Mr. R. presumed, to the recommendation 
of the executive. 

Mr. Rhett asked the yeas and nays; which result- 
ed as follows: 

YEAS --Messrs. Ashe, Atkinson, Belser, E. J. Black, 
James A. Black, Blackwel!, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, J. 
Brinkerhoff, Aaron V. Brown, W. J. Browa, Burke, 
Burt, Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chap- 
man, Cobb, Cross, Cullom Daniel, Garrett Davis, John 
W. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dickinson, Douglass, Duncan, 
Dunlap, Ficklin, Haralson, Henley. Herrick, Holmes, 
Hoge, tlouston, Hubard, Hughes, James b. Eunt, Ja- 
meson, Cave Johnson, Andrew Jotinson, George W. 
Jones, Kennedy, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, Maclay, Me- 
Clellan, McCternand, McDowell, McKay, Mathews, 
Moore, Murphy, Norris, Owen, Pettit, David 5S. Reid, 
Reding, Rhett, St. John, Saunders, T. H. Seymour, 
Simpson, ‘fT. Smith, Robert Smith. S eenrod, Siiles, 
Stone, Strong, Taylor, Tnompson, Weller, Wentworth, 
Wise, Wood ward—77. 

NA YS—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Barringer, Bar- 
nard, Beardslev, Renton. Bidlack, James Black, Bossier, 
Biodhead, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, 
Caldwell, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Chappell, Chiiton, Cling- 
man, Clinton, Collamer, Cranston, ets, R. D. Davis, 
Dellet, Dickey, Dillingham, Ells, Elmer, Farlee, Fish, 
Florence, Four. Foster, French, Frick, Wallis Green, 
Byram Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hamlin, Hardin, Har- 
per, Hays, Hopkins, Hubbell, Hudson, Hungertord, 
Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. In 
gersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Preston King, 
Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, McCauslen, 
Melivaine, Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Mosely, 
Nes, Newton, Purmenter, Paterson, Peyton, Phenix, 
Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, 
Ramsey, Rathbun, Charles M. Read, Relfe, Ritter, Ro- 
binson, Russell, Sample, Senter, David L. Seymour, Si- 
mons, Slidell, Albert Sinith, J.T. Smith, Siephens, 
Stetson, Andrew Stewart, J. Stewart. Sykes, ‘TThomas- 
son, Tibbatis. Tilden. ‘Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, 
Wheaton, White, Williams, Wilkins, Winthrop, 
Wright, J A. Wright, Yost—107. 

So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the rules 








were not suspended, and the resolution not received. 
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Alabama claim. Mr. Belser gave notice that he 
would on to-morrow, or some fature day, ask leave 
of the house to introduce a bill to refund to the state 
of Alabama a certain sum of money therein named, 
due by the general government tothe said state on 
account of expenditures for her troops called into 
service in the late Creek and Seminole wars. 

Disputed Seats. The house took up the resolution 
heretofore offered by Mr. Davis directing the ‘“‘com- 
mittee on elections’? to examine into the constitu- 
tionality and legality of the seats claimed by the 
members from New Hampshire, Missouri, Georgia, 
and Mississippi. . 

Which resolntion Mr. Steenrod had moved to 
amend by striking out the words ‘committee of elec 
tions” and substituting therefor the words ‘select 
committee.” 

Which amendment Mr. Jumeson had moved to 
amend by substituting for the words “select commit- 
tee” the words *‘committee of the whole on the state 
of the Union.” 

And the pending question was on the amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. Jameson (seat disputed) took the ground that 
this was not a referable subject—that it was not to 
be referred to a committee. It did not stand upon 
the grounds of a contested election; it stood on the 
ground of sovereizn states contending for their rights 
to seats upon this floor under the constitution of the 
country. They stood here with their seats uncon- 
tested, with the same evidence of rights to seats as 
any gentleman on this floor had. This matter should 
not goto acommittee. It was admitting that there 
was some doubt as to their right to their seats.— 
Haying once admitted that—having referred the 
jon to a committee, and that committee having 
reported, they were instantaneously placed in a pre- 
dicament where they would have no right to vote 
upon their own cases. Three or four states of the 
Union were to be disfranchised—driven out of the 
Union! If gentlemen wanted to see a specimen of 
real nullification, not in word but in deed and in fact, 
here was a law which did no less than nullify the 
Union. He was, on reflection, against all reference 
whatever of that matter; and he should therefore 
withdraw jiis anendment to the amendment of the 





lakes without any ex 


word “the,” immediately before the word “‘improve- 
ment,” to “their.” 

The disenssion proceeded forsome time. when Mr. 
Wise modified his resolution so as to read as follows: 
11. That so much as relates to the policy of at- 
tending to the lakes and rivers of the West be referred 
to the committee on commerce. 

Mr. Thomasson then modified his amendment as 
follows: 

Resolved. That so much of the president’s message as 
rela‘es tothe improvement of the Western rivers and 
harbors upon the lakes be referred to a select committee 
of nine members, 

Mr. Barnard thought the house should not depart 
from its usual practice, but that Mr. J’homasson should 
so modify his amendment as to refer so much of the 
message as relates to any new works for the im- 
provement of harbors or the navigation of rivers. to 
the committee oncommerce. If the amendinent of 
Mr. T. be adopted, he did not see why the committee 
of nine might not even take charge of the general 
bill of appropriations itself troduced ordinarily for 
carrying on works already begun. 

Mr. Wise pext spoke, at some length. He had 
wished to avoid by his proposed resolution the knotty 
subject of the powers of congress over internal im- 
provements. 

Mr. Kennedy, of Indiana, spoke at large on the 
power and demands of the West. The West wanted 
no longer the milk of babes but the meat of men, 
and the West would have it. He was indifferent 
about the reference, or rather was opposed to the) 
proposition of the gentleman from New York and in| 
favor of that of the gentleman from Virginia. Mr. | 
K. thought the West the greatest empire on earth. 

















Mr. Holmes expatiated on the power and increase 
of the West, and of the expediency of protecting its 
commerce along the outlet of the gulf stream. He 
was not in favor of the subject being referred to the 
committee on commerce. The old states had been 
poisoning the West by means of the tariff. 

Mr. Wilkins, of Pa., spoke of the necessity for im- 
proving the Ohio and Mississippi. 














gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Sleenrod,) proposing 
areference to a com:nittee of the whole. For his 
part he could see no essential difference between the 
report of a standing committee, a select committee, 
or acommittee of the whole; but he could see very 
plainly that there was a great difference betweén 
having the subject considered by any committee and 
by the house ina body. 
Mr. Kennedy then said that he would move to 
amend the resolution by striking out all after the 
word * Resolved,” and inserting: 
“That the commuitee of elections be directed to 
report upon the certificates of the members returned 
to serve in that house and that they inquire and re- 
port whether the several members of this house have 
been elected in conformity with the constitution and 
law.” 
Mr. Elmer said that should the amendment to the 
amendment just moved by the gentleman from Indi- 
ana, (Mr. (Kennedy) not prevail, be intended to offer 
the following: 
Resolved ‘{ nat the committee of elections be directed 
to examine and report upon the certuficates of election 
or other credentials of the members returned to serve in 
this house, and that they inquire and report whether the 
several members of this house have been elected in con- 
formity with ihe constitution and law. 
Mr. E. observed that it was, in his opinion, proper 
and regular that tne credentials of the gentlemen in 
question should go to the committee of elections, and 
that the house should have a report upon them. He 
had therefore brought before the house notice ofa 
resolution to that effect practically, but freed from 
the difficulties whict now beset the subject. 
Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, signified his acceptance 
of the substitute just read by Mr, Elner as a modili- 
cation of his own original resolution. 
At this stage of proceedings, on motion the house 
adjourned. 


Tuespay, Dec. 19. The house having resolved 


itself into committee of the whole, (Mr. Hopkins, of 


Va. in the chair,) the various topics of the president’s 
message were, on motion of Mr. Wise referred to 


Mr. Beardsley, of N. York, asked what the discus- | 
|sion had todo with the question before the house.— | 


What had it to do with 
(Mr. Holines had alluded to this sudject | 
The question before the house was a simple one t 


agement of the Hludson.] 
the tariff? 


message had called them to confine their views ex- 
pressly toany particular quarter of the country or 
to the neglect of other sections. 

Mr. Hardin, of [il., Mr. Bowlin, of Mo., and Mr. 
Brinkerhoff, of Ohio, expatiated on the increase, 
power. wants, and demands of the West. 

M. Barnard vindicated himself from the idea thrown 
out of a want of friendship on his part for the West. 


Mr. Winthrop (of the committee on commerce) 
said he could not see why so much importance should 
be attached to the committee who were to have 
charge of the subject. He was willing that the com 
mittee on roads and canals should have charge of the 
subject or any other committee. Mr. W. rose to 
repel the charge or intimation that the west had re- 
ceived no favor from other sections of the country. 
lt was not so, and the roil of proceedings would 
show a truth he had heard some years since from a 
Massachusells senator, now no longer a member of 
that body, that there was not a western measure 
that had ever passed congress which had not either 
originated with or been sustained by eastern votes. 
He had the authority of a western man of the senate, 
for saying that there wus not a western measure 
which could have been passed but by northern votes. 
When, he would ask. for he had been driven to the 
question, had western interests been sustained by 
southern men? And yet southern men had said (Mr. 
Holmes for example,) that the mothers of the states, 
—the old colonial states,—had been poisoning the 
west. 
the interests of the country were the same. And so 
they were in reference to works of internal improve- 
ment. The lakes and rivers of the west were al] 








their respective committees. 
The eleventh branch of Mr. Fise’s resolution, 
however, being under consideration in the following 
words: 
“Resolved, That so much of the message of the presi- 
entot the United States as relates to the policy of at- 
tending to the Jakes and rivers of the West, and as re- 
lates tu the improvement of the navigation of the Mis- 
SIssippi river particularly, be referred luv the committee on 
coinmerce.” 
Mr. Thomasson (observing 
Seneral reference, so as to embrace all rivers and 








/American. They belonzed to the north as well as to 
| the west, and to all in common. 


all dependence or interest upon other sections of the 
country. 

Mr. Wise thought there had been some bidding and 
tendering in behalf of western interests during the 
debate, and he thought too, that injustice had been 
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refer to the committee on commerce a ceriain por-| 
tion of the message. He dic not think the president’s | 


Mr. Winthrop showed that in such a question | 


Mr. Douglass, of Illinois, rebuked Mr. Kennedy, of 


Indiana. for the manner in which he had thrown off! 





g that his cbject was a! done to the Old Dominion by some of the represen- 


'tatives from the west. She had given of her sub- 
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ception) moved to amend, by | stance to the west. Her own dominion made up the 
striking ont the words ‘of the navigation of the | west, and yet she was accused of being indifferent to 
Mississippi river particularly;” and by changing the! western interests. 


r The lion of the west (said 
Mr. Ws) has now grown up from a mere whelp 


to a “roaring lion,” and he bade gentlemen on 
all sides to beware Jest he should go about among 
them seeking whom he would devour. 


| We should 
beware that the constitution itself be not devour- 


ed. 


The committee, on motion of Mr. Weller, rose and 
reported progress, and the house adjourned. 

Weonespay. Dec. 20. Publiclands. Mr. Houston 
introduced a bill entitled ‘A bill to graduate the 
price of the public lands in favor of settlers and 
cultivators.” Referred to the committee on public 
lands. 

Chesapea?e and Dhio canal. Mr. Stewart, of Pa., 
introduced a bill direc'ing the conditional transfer of 
the stock held by the U. States in the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal to the state of Maryland and cities of 
Washington, Georgetown, and Alexandria,so as to 
secure the early completion of the canal to Cum- 
berland. 

M.S. moved that it be referred to the committee 
of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Cave Johnson opposed the motion. The house 
then rejected Mr. S’s proposed reference and refer- 
red the bill to the committee on roads and canals. 

Chicago. Mr. Wentworth gave notice that he 
would hereafter introduce a bill to establish a port 
of entry at the city of Chicago, in the state of IIli- 
nois. 

Oregon. Mr. Wentworth asked leave to offer a re- 
solution calling on the president to communicate to’+ 
this house, if not incompatible with the public inte- 
rests, all correspondence bet-veen the government of 
the United States and foreign powers in relation to 
the discovery, possession, title, and boundary of the 
Oregon Territory. 

Objection being made, the resolution was not re- 
ceived. 

Illegal members. The proposed resolution of Mr. 
Davis was taken up, modified at the suggestion of 
Mr. Elmer so as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the commnittee of elections be directed 
to examine and report upon the certificates of election 
or other credentials of the menibers returned to Serve in 
this house, and tnat they inquire and report whether the 


} } Y oles | } ° 
ee | Several members of this house have been elected in cone 
What had the Hudson to do with the Mississippi?— | eee ea 


[The member from Indiana had spoken with dispar- | 


formity withthe constitution and law. 
| The main question being taken, the resolution 


eimendment of the journal. The house proceeded 
‘to consider Mr. Barnard’s proposed resolution to 


| was adopted by 148 yeas to 32 nays. 
| 


| amend the journal so as to insert the protest. 

The pending question raised by Mr. Dromgoole, 
“shall this resolution be received?” being taken up, 
Mir. Steenrod moved to lay the said question of recep= 
tion upon the table. 

The yeas and nays being taken, the question of re- 
ception was laid on the table by yeas 116, nays 59. 
| Petitions ‘The pending question, in order of busi- 
| ness, raised hy Myr. dams on Saturday last, on the 
admissabily of the petition from citizens of New 
York praying to be dissolved from all further con- 
nection with slavery by the aduption of such amend- 
ments of the constitution as may be required for the 
purpose, was taken up. 

The speaker stated that having examined into the 
subject he found that the ruleof the house did not 
exclude this petition. 

The petition being thus therefore now before the 
house, Mr. .ddams moved its reference to the come 
mittee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Cave Johnson said, that ashe was not willing 
that petitions praying for a dissolution of the Union 
should be received at any time, he objected to the 
reception of this petition. 

Mr. .idams. ‘The reason of the gentleman does 
not appiy. This is not a petition for the dissolution 
| of the Union, but for the adoption by.congress of an 
amendment to the constitution of the U. States. 
| 
' 














The reason assigned by the gentleman, therefore, is 
nota reason for the rejection of the reception of 
this petition. I move its reference to the committee 
}on the judiciary, to whom similar petitions present- 
ed at the last congress were referred. 
Mr. Thompson moved that the question of recep- 
tion be laid on the table. 
The house by a vote of 97 to 80, laid the question 
on the table. 
Mr. .idams next presented other abolition petitions; 
and one from 261 citizens of Illinois. 
Mr. Haralson, of Ga., moved that the motion to 
receive it be laid on the table. 
The speaker decided that as the petition gives rise 
to debate itmust, by the rule, lie over. 
Mr. Wise appealed. 
Mr. Strong moved that the appeal be laid on the 
table, pending which motion, the house, on motion 
of Mr. Seymour, adjourt.ed. 
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The price of pork to put up for family bacon, in the 
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bile. 4205342 ee yRiaenteccoio cheats a Bahing 6445, sn whit eo il ve a Hl hy gb : Naval. | The U. S. frigate Constellation, late of the he 
ee ae ee ss oan Bie oe 1omid, 2901 ; ’ teh tah tomahom. te; 1anY | China station, now on her voyage round the world, lett al 
1.099 Maranham, 5iaGtd; 1,900 BMevpnan, 6)a73d; 330) more have been set at work. ‘lhe manufacturers aye la... @ Sait Wg ie ; ; J! 
West India, 4325 1; 8,920 Surat, 3ga43d; 50 Madras, 5a daily learning how tu economize in inaterials and aad ae Sandwich Islands woh igs oth August, niet toa Mon “i 
' rae oor * 2rlas @ Pro- | terey. California,-about the middle of Novenber, wiere 
6id. ‘Total 42,550. cesses, and can sell cheap because they havea sure. | seg pioneers’ on j weap’ 
z ne yh ‘ adequate and steady market " oy awe A sure, | the usual courtesies were exchanged between Coinmo- an 
Frovr—prices at Boston $487! to $5.00; New York | *Ceqduate BAG Heady MAIC [ Z'ribune. | dore Kear: ey and the Mexican cou.cmandant, and would re 
$4.56 io $4,659; Philadetohia $4.25 to $4,374; Baltimore T'ae Sugar Cror. The New Orleans Bulletin. after i jeave Valparaisy tor home, about the Ist December. ru 
$4.18; Charleston, S. C. 85 tu $5,25 for Howard street} mature consideration of a!! they have seen aad heard on | ‘Tne Falmouth. Capt. Sanps, and the Vandalia, Capt. Bu 
flour. the subject, concludes that, though gvod in quality the CHAUNcEY, Were at Elavaua on the 9.h ult —all weil. é' 
; map ' sugar crop of Louisiana will fail one third short of the ‘The Somers, Lieut. West, was despatched from [a- gq) 
Grass TumBieRs. This country formerly imported crop of last year in quantity. ! vana to Jamaica, to bring off the crew of the barque at 
most of her glass ware, among the rest, (he cheap, com- " ; Windsor, which was driven on the rocks near there aud A 
mon tumbler from Germany, ata cost of 50, 44, 41, and Wuear. The Racine (Wiskonsan) Advocate states ilost. After performing that service the Somers suiled en dt 
" oe 297! j Same ant "hie lye | ehap!l r ; j . , , 
atthe lowest 37; cents a doze. This was thought the | that 40.000 bushels of wheat have been exported from | the 8th ult..for Key West. to 
lowest possible price—the I uporters deciay ing that they | that port duriug the present season. | The U.S. schoone r Phens, Lieut. Conmi’s. SINCLAIR, ar 
brought them merely to hil up their cargoes and were i | bound to Chagres, with the mail for the Pacific equadrop, M 
salished to make bari ly freight on them, as they were APPOINTMENTS by the president, by and with the advice i sailed from Norfolk on Wednesday. ‘ ru 
sure sale. The new tariff imposed a heavy duty on these | and consent of the senate. ‘Thomas McGuire, of Ojiv, | : erie . vr : ‘— tiv 
tumblers—ten cents a pound—and now our own people; consul tor the United S:ates, for Glasgow, in Scotland. NEw York Revente. I lie gross revenues of te gp 
were encouraged to attempt making them. ‘The result Matthew St. Clair Clarke, of Penasylania, auditor of | Sate of New Yori this year will be nearly three millions M 
already is that they are now selling these tumblers at | the treasury for the post office department, in the place ; Of dollars, which, after paying all expenses of gover a 
twenty-seven and a half cents a dozen—lower than ever | of Elisha Whittlesey, resigned. | ment, interest on debt, aad repairs on public works, will 
before. ‘This is one of the articles on which, according} Alexander G. Penn,to be postmaster at N. Orleans, | eave a large surplus. . 
to the Free ‘T'raders, the whig tariff bas taxed our peo- | in the place of Hon. J. B. Dawson, (M. C.) resigned. tarL ROADS IN Georgia. It isonly seven years sinc? me 
ple fifty tv hundred per cent! | [N. ¥. Tribune. Alexander Datlas Bache, has been appointed chief | the first mle of rail roud was laid down in Georgia, aud i 
RR ny Mey Bare ye of the bur au of coast survey, in the place of Ferdinand | now she has upwards of four hundred miles ot roads Mm mn 
since the packing edmmenced this season The quota- sip stuieli ca bead — a = \ = aa yp 1g ms eens i th 
. : ithe: eS OU Gs : P : . ° ° . fs enuginy ant ariv i wes of tie mi 
ions are now from $2,25 to $2,625. ‘The supply talis ( HINA TRADE. An American officer referring to the ea S scearincaiedaniancie te banca base 7 db ecinpleted. th 
something short of what it was to the same day last sea- | case of the Ariel, a sclivoner sailing under American co- . Si 
sun. It was estimated that 50000 had been cut up, up| lours and engaged im the opium sinuggling trade,|  Sreamers. The Acadia left Boston on the 16th tor T 
tu the Ith inst. of which 23,000 were fron: Kentucky,| Says that it is the practice of some Americans to} Liverpool, with 16 passengers, 17,000 letters, 2. heavy las 
the balance trom Ohio and Indiana. We judge thatthe send out clippers to China, transfer them tosome rene- { bags of despatches, aud the usual quantity of newspe lie 
business is ete red into ona more extended scale at ma- | #8Ge American, and turning the regul rr crew on shore | pers. : ist 
ny other plac s, thin here‘oture. ; ; sail them under our fiag, for tie English. Jepcs Wetts, of the United States District court ol of 
_, At Brookville, Pa., a pretty heavy business is doing.—| Henry Cray. The Lexington (Ky. Reporter of the | Mis-ouri, was lying dangerously ill at Jefferson eity ov CO 
Pat place and Laurel, i: is supposed, will pack $100,009} 16ch instant says: Mr. Cray left here on ‘Thursday last | the Tihinst. The business of the court was coulinged ne 
worth of pork, fui New Orleans, where he expects to be detained sume to the next term. cr 


